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PAKISTAN 
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PREFACE 


This is not a brochure on the merits or 
demerits of the Pakistan scheme, but an expO' 
sition of the constitutional aspect of the 
complex problem facing India to-day. The 
Cabinet Mission’s deliberations are before the 
public, but how far correct is their line of 
action ? The answer to this question lies in 
understanding the demands of the Congress 
and the Muslim League. I have made an 
attempt to present the cases of both the sides. 

Muslim India to-day has reached such a 
stage in its national struggle that there cannot 
be any compromise on the Pakistan issue. The 
right of self-determination does not call for 
any discussion as it is the very essence of 
liberty and equality of all nations. On this 
fundamental right is based the political ideology 
of the Mussalmans of India. The recognition 
of this fundamental right of a people makes it 
easier to understand the demand for two 
constitution-making bodies in India instead ot 
one. If the British and the Hindus want to 
avert bloodshed on an unparalleled scale, they 
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will have to bow before reason. There are the 
long, black shadows of the civil war. And 
there will be a civil war — of a magnitude un- 
known in the Indian history, if the Congress 
did not reconsider its reckless policy. 

I have suggested “ a way out ” in the last 
chapter and before arriving at a conclusion it 
was necessary to take stock of the previous 
approaches to solve the Indian political dead- 
lock. I have therefore included a brief criti- 
cism of the Cripps proposals, C.R. formula and 
Wavell proposals in this book. They are mile- 
stones on the road which leads India to freedom 
and a careful study of these formulas in the 
light of recent developments would be a great 
aid in following correctly the various phases of 
political development. 

It is now an article of faith with the 
Muslims that the solution of India’s ills lies 
only in the convening of two Constituent 
Assemblies, one for Pakistan areas and the 
other for Hindustan. I therefore appeal to 
those who are really earnest to end the British 
rule, to study the subject with an open <mind. 
Let an unprejudiced reading leave an impres- 
sion upon your mind and decide the merits of 



the case. Thus alone the liberty-loving 
persons will find a way out and it is to those 
lovers of peace, prosperity and freedom of India 
that I present this small book. 


IFTIKHAR-UL-HAQ. 



FOREWORD 


The general elections have proved to the 
hilt that the idea of Pakistan has acquired such 
a tremendous hold on the Muslim mind that no 
attempt, however invidious such as that of the 
Congress masquerading as Ahrars, Khaksars, 
Momins, Muslim Majlis and others of their ilk- 
could avail to wean any appreciable mass of 
Muslims from fidelity to the only goal of their 
strivings, viz., Pakistan. We believe Pakistan to 
be inevitable and however long and arduous the 
struggle, Muslims are determined to pursue the 
aid, till it is achieved. Inshaallah ! 

Hindu opposition to the Pakistan is voci- 
feious, but do not they realize that Pakistan is 
the most logicaLcorollary of the philosophy of 
Shastras, which%rdain absolute segregation of 
the twice-born, whatever it may mean, and those 
not so born ? To such Hindus, those not of the 
Hindu fold, are beyond the pale of fair dealing. 
They are the true creators of Pakistan, who have 
been steadily driving the Mussalmans into it on 
all fronts of the secular existence. But bringing 
the language and script controversy into being 



nearly two centuries after the advent of the 
British a Pakistan on the language front has 
cropped up where none existed before* The 
p6licy underlying Gandhi Vidya Mandir and 
Wardha schemes of basic education is sympto- 
matic of the self- same Hindu urge to undermine 
everything savouring of the Muslim culture. 

By far the most formidable and unequal 
struggle against which the Muslims have to con- 
tend — with disastrous result to themselves — is 
that of the ^indu-Muslim economic front, with 
the monopoly of external and internal trade, 
hanking and insurance as the Hindu citadel, and 
the enterprising company promoter and ubi- 
quitous bania as its most stalwart protagonists. 
Profiting by the British-made laws, coupled with 
the time-honoured usage of buy Hindu, the 
Muslims have been beaten hip and thigh out of 
the economic arena by the Hindus. To-day the 
feeling prevails that the Muslims have not the 
remotest chance of retrieving their shattered 
condition through a system which is capitalistic 
to the core, except under a system — a veritable 
Pakistan — based on an equitable legislation for 
acquisition and distribution of wealth. 

The Congress’ present attitude as declared 
by its High Command can be summed up in the 
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words of Mr. M. H. Brailsford, a friend of the 
Congress, who opines: '*That the Congress’ 
conception of Hindu^Muslim union is limited 
to the barest essentials. It will be rather a Con- 
federacy, than a Federation. It will deal with 
foreign policy, defence, customs, communications 
and currency. Everything else will be left to 

the autonomous units all that is asked of 

the Muslims in return is that they agree to join 
their Hindu neighbours in a common Consti- 
tuent Assembly and a union for certain limited 
purposes, of which Defence and Foreign policy 
are the most important.” Foreign policy. Defence, 
Customs, Currency, Communications limited 
purposes indeed! Is it not a fact that the in- 
clusion of these very matters in the authority of 
the Allied Commission in Germany and that of 
General MacArthur in ‘Japan has spelt the 
extinction of Germany and Japan as independent 
states ? There can only be a treaty with respect 
to these matters and none is competent to enter 
into that treaty except the Sovereign states of 
Pakistan and Hindustan. Muslim League would 
refuse to acknowledge any Central authority or 
Central Board to govern these matters which are 
the life-blood of a state. Firstly, let the two 
independent and sovereign states of Pakistan 
and Hindustan come into existence and then 



alone these matters can form the subject of 
discussion. To invite Mussalmans to participate 
in framing a single fundamental Law is to ask 
them to sign their own death-warrant. To force 
two separate and distinct nations to frame a 
Constitutional Law or Laws in a single Con- 
stitution-making body no honest statesman will 
advise. To-day the political atmosphere is 
contaminated with the feelings of uncertainty 
and horror. The convening of two Constituent 
Assemblies js the only antidote against this 
feeling of horror and uncertainty. India’s con- 
stitutional deadlock cannot be solved, except on 
this basis. I quite agree with Mr. Iftikhar’s 
contention that the demand of two Constitution- 
making bodies is not an expression of discovery, 
but the recognition of a time-honoured reality. 
No doubt it will result in the liquidation of 
British-made and British-maintained artificial 
unity of India, but then it will surely herald a 
new era of healthy and friendly human relations 
between the Hindus and the Muslims. 

In ** Pakistan and Constituent Assembly” 
my friend Mr. Iftikhar-ul-Haq has masterly 
surveyed the whole problem in an arresting style. 
He has framed and explained the issues in a 
clear-cut, comprehensive and logical manner. 1 
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call it a Youth’s tribute to the validity of 
Pakistan, and as such it has my warm praise and 
appreciation. 



tHE PARTING OF WAYS 

To-day India stands on the threshold of 
liberation if only the rfeal leader of Hindu masses* 
Mahatma Gandhi, could face the grim realities 
of the Indian political situation. Unde^the exist- 
ing circumstances only a blind person would 
deny that the Muslim League and the Congress 
are two powerful mass organisations, each fight- 
ing for the emancipation and liberty of the peo- 
ples of this sub-continent. The British Govern- 
ment, on various occasions has made it clear thet 
it would hand over the reins of the Government 
of India to the peoples of India, as soon as the 
principal organised parties, viz, the Congress and 
the Muslim League, present an agreed constitu^ 
tion. Naturally they cannot and must not take 
the responsibility of drafting a constitution 
for free India. Lord Wavell’s and the 
British Premier Mr. Attlee’s recent apeechci 
though harped on the old theme, yet show 
a definite desire on the part of the Bridsb 
Government to end the stalemate. They know 



that the empire will have to be liquidated and 
it U honourable to voluntarily accede to this 
decree of fate. Well, everywhere prevails an 
anxiety for India’s freedom, and still for a 
permanent splution of India’s destiny no definite 
thing is forthcoming. 

What is the malady ? What irreconcilable 
differences create an unbridgeable gulf between 
the Hindus and the Muslims ? What do the Con- 
gress and the League ask for? What is the 
remedy? Cannot the claims of these two most 
powerful peoples’ organizations be reconciled, or 
a via media be found ? 

Here are the answers to these questions. 

Apart from the lust for more power and 
even if the mala-fide intentions of the Congress 
be ignored, the Congress is still thinking in 
terms which are almost 50 years old. They 
refuse to face the realities of this ever-changing 
world. Mahatma Gandhi, in spite of knowing 
full well that he represents not a single Mussal- 
man, still cherishes the hope of representing all 
the 400,000,000 inhabitants of the sub-continent. 
Congress refuses to admit the fundamental law 
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of nature that States or Nations are not formed 
for materialistic ends, but for ideological reasons, 
and for upholding certain ideas and views of 
life, and this is the most serious malady from 
which the Congress is suffering* Human being 
is not an economic man’*, but he lives for 
upholding certain principles of life, and if need 
be to die for those beliefs, and economics is just 
to serve those ends. No nation has ever grown 
and no state has ever been formed on economic 
grounds, but for some higher and nobler needs. 
When they have been formed on these bases, 
they look around for means to fulfil their needs 
and create a machinery to satisfy their wants. 
Bread and butter do not comprise all the pro* 
blems of man ; instead it is a distinct ideology 
and outlook of life that makes a people a sepa* 
rate nation, and upon this feeling of national 
consciousness different states are formed. So, 
the basic difference from which further develop* 
ments flow is that of two*nation theory. It is a 
very serious mistake to think that you can find 
a solution of the constitutional problems if you 
by*pass this fundamental point. Those who 
believe in such a position, I must say, have only 
a superficial knowledge of the complex problems 
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to be discussed in details for separation of India 
into Hindustan and Pakistan* Now the specific 
demands which have been put forward. 

THE MUSLIM CASE 

The AlMndia Muslim League, speaking on 
behalf of the 100 mill ion Mussalmans, has simply 
said that in the north-western and eastern areas 
in which the Muslims are in majority, they 
should be allowed to run their own Government. 
This is what the Pakistan resolution adopted on 
March, 23, 1940 says : 

** It is the considered view of this session 
of the All-India Muslim League that no consti- 
tutional plan would be workable in this country 
or acceptable to Muslims unless it is designed 
on the following basic principles, viz, that geogra- 
phically contiguous units are demarcated into 
regions which slipuld be so constituted that, 
with such territorial readjustments as may be 
necessary the areas in which the Muslims 
are numerically in majority as in the North- 
Western and Eastern zones of Indii^ s hould be 
grouped to constitute ** Independent States” in 
which the constituent units shajl be auto- 
nomous and sovereign. 



** That adequate, effective, and mandatory 
safeguards should be specifically provided in the 
constitution for minorities in these imit$» and 
in the regions for protection of their religious, 
cultural, economic, political, administrative and 
other rights and interests in consultation with 
them ; and in other parts of India, where Mus- 
lims are in a minority, adequate* effective and 
mandatory safeguards shall be specifically pro- 
vided in the constitution for them and other 
minorities for the protection of their religious, 
cultural, econopiic, political, administrative and 
other rights and interests in consultation with 
them,” 

To put it very briefly, we stand for a 
” Free Hindu India ” and a ” Free Muslim India." 
Pakistan presupposes the freedom of whole of 
India — an India in which no nation could tyran- 
nize another, and where both Hindus and Mus- 
lims would be free to develop their own culture 
and civilization according to their own aptitude 
and genius. 

Friendly and ncighbouTi7 relations would 
take the place of mutual distrust and treaty 
stipulations of tpro powerful states would re- 
place the vague aiKl suspicious promises of either 



nation. Mussalman passionately requests his 
Hindu brother to keep his chree^fourths and give 
him his one-fourth, where he could manage his 
own house as a matter of right. Or, as Nawab- 
zada Liaquat Ali put it : “ We arc not reclaim- 
ing our lost kingdom in India, built by the 
Muslim rulers, but are demanding only one- 
fourth of that part of the land, which can 
rightly be called as our National Home. Our 
demand is just, and we shall have it at any cosc.^' 
Pakistan is based upon fundamental human 
rights, and when the Mussalman^ claim it, they 
do not beg for charity, but ask for the recogni- 
tion of their own birth-right of self-determina-. 
tion.'* 


Mussalmans have refused to accept any 
Central Government, Federation, Confederation 
and the like based upon United^ndia, which 
ultimately will*be4;overned by a perennial Hindu 
majority. No honourable nation would ^accept 
the position of a subordinate, or obey the dic- 
tates of any other nation, and naturally the 
Mussalmans should also be the complete masters 
of their Free National Homelands of Pakistan 
controlling its external and internal policy, just 
as they would let the Hindus do in Hindustan. 
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This was made unmistakably clear by Mr. Jinnah 
at the Madras session of the AlMndia Muslim 
League, when he declared, ** We want the estab- 
lishment of completely independent states in the 
North-West and Eastern zones of India with 
full control finally of defence, foreign affairs, 
communications* customs, currency, exchange, 
etc. We do not want in any circumstance a 
constitution of an All-India character with one 
Government at the centre. We will never agree 
to that. If we once agree to that, let me tell 
you, the Mussalmans will be completely wiped 
out of existence. We shall never be tributaries 
of any Government at the centre so far as the 
North-West and Eastern zones of our 'free 
national homelands are concerned.*’ 

Thus Pakistan is to be a completely inde- 
pendent sovereign state. But Mr. Gandhi gives 
it the frightful name of ** vivisection ”, and ciflls 
it a sin, for which you are liable to be con- 
demned in this world and the world hereafter! 
He does not stop at this, but threatens the 
Mussalmans with the prospects of a bloody civil 
war, for he says, that ” if it means utterly inde- 
pendent sovereignty so that there is nothing in 
common between the two, I hold it is an 
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impossible proposition. That means war to the 
knife.” 


But the cool and balanced head of Qaid- 
e*Azam is not disturbed by such provocative 
utterances, and here is his characteristic answer 
to it: 


” The demand of Pakistan is not because 
Hindus are vicious, or Muslims are vicious, but 
it should be admitted that there are fundamental 
and basic differences between the two peoples.” 
Again, exhorting the Hindus, that the establish* 
ment of independent states of Hindustan and 
Pakistan was the only practical and feasible solu** 
tion of Indian communal problem, he said : 
”Let us, therefore, live as good neighbours; let 
the Hindus guard the South and Western India 
and let the Muslims guard the North-Western 
and Eastern frontiers. We will then stand to- 
gether and say to the world : Hands off India, 
India for the Indians.” 

Let those who worry about the defence of 
India, in case the Pakistan is established, ponder 
if there can be a better guarantee for the safety 
of the two neighbouring states and a more digni* 
fied and sure gesture of friendship than this. 
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Mr-]ifinah in so many of his speeches and 
the Muslim League in a number of resolutions 
have affirmed times out of number that Pakistan 
is the surest way to unity and peacsi and Would 
bring freedom both to Hindus and Muslims. 
Here is another extract from the MusHih League 
Working Committee resolution passed in AugMH, 
1942 : 

“The Working Committee is fully con- 
vinced that Pakistan is the only solution of 
India’s constitutional problem, and is in com- 
plete consonance with justice and fairplay to the 
two great nations — Muslims and Hindus — in- 
habit ing'^this vast sub-continent ; whereas if 'the 
Congress demand is accepted, it would bring the 
100 million Mussalmans under the yoke of g 
Hindu Raj, which must inevitably result either 
in anarchy and chaos or complete strangulation 
and annihilation of Muslim India and all that 
Islam stands for. The Muslim League, as has 
beipi repeatedly made clear, stands not only for 
Panstan and the freedom of Muslims, hut also 
for the freedom and tndependeooe df Hinduftap 
and the Hindus*” 

ASoug with this the Muslim Lesfu^e ^ 
piap4e4 pf the Pridah Gpy^mi^nr to ad^pf 
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the inherent right of the Muslim nation to self- 
determination and establish Pakistan in conso- 
nance, with the basic principles laid down in the 
Pakistan resolution. 

After the adoption of Pakistan as the creed 
and policy of the Muslim League, the Mussal- 
mans of all shades and opinions throughout India 
have gathered in an amazingly short period of 
six years under the banner of the League. Six 
years back Pakistan was a resolution, now it is an 
article of faith and a matter of life and death 
with Muslim India. In Pakistan lies their 
defence, deliverance and destiny. They are 
determined that either they achieve it or they 
perish. Can this surging tide of 100 million 
living souls be swept back? No sane person 
would try it ; it is obviously a futile attempt. 

THE CONGRESS SNARE 

Now, let us turn towards the Congress. 
Here one faces rather difHcult position, since 
unlike the Muslim League which has kept its 
position and principles unchanged at all times, 
the Congress policy has been most vacUlating. 
The Congress always adopted its policy subject 
to the strength of the other parties and^ always 
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took the utmost advantage of its adversary's 
weakness. The Lucknow Pact of 1916 was cer* 
tainly a recognition of two separate entities, one 
Hindus^ and the other Muslims' in India, but 
after the Khilafat movement, when Mahatma 
Gandhi had totally shattered the Muslim solidar* 
ity and strength and alio annihilated their 
separate existence, the Congress claimed to have 
merged the Muslims in its fold, and later on 
in spite of huge protests Pandit Jawahar Lai 
boastfully said, that in India only two parties 
were present — the Congress and the British. 
Muslims were to be seen nowhere in the picture. 
Thank God, again the tables have been reversed 
and this time the Mussalmans are determined 
and strongest in their history of over two hun- 
dred years. The Congress instead of talking in 
plain words covers its object and intentions in 
vague and ambiguous phrases. The Congress 
claim as embodied in the 8th August, 1942 
resolution of the A. 1. C. C. and other pro- 
nouncements is the formation of a Constituent 
Assembly to draft the constitution of a Free 
India, the members of which are to be elected 
on the basis of adult franchise of all the inhabi- 
tants of India, and above all it is to be based 
upon the conception of a United Indik and one 
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Indian nation* In this resolution the Congress 
demanded an interim national Government of 
Indian Union which was to evolve a acl^eme for 
a Constituent Assembly, which will prepare a 
constitution for free India. 

Now, before answering the last question 
whether the demands of these two organizations 
can be reconciled, or a via media be found out, 
it is essential to examine the idea of Congress’s 
Constituent Assembly rather exhaustively. The 
“ Constituent Assembly *’ has almost become the 
war*>cry of the Congress, but for '^Muslims there 
are poisonous and deadly arrows in the quiveit 
of Constituent Assembly. At the same thne 
no liberty expressing, freedom loving, and agita- 
tional phrase has been so badly misapplied and 
abused, as the Constituent Assembly.” 

In Indian politics, the germs of the Consti- 
tuent Assembly began to appear visibly when, in 
1928, Mr. M. N, Roy suggested that the agitation 
against the Simon Commission should be ^v- 
eloped with the slogan of Constituent Assembly, 
but it was only in 1934, that the Parliamentary 
wing of the Congress, i.e., Swaraj Party •adopted 
a resolution whkh said, ” This conference claims 
for India in common with other nations, tbe 
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right of self-determination and is of the opinion 
that the only method of applying this pfindfile 
is to convene a Constituent Assembly repre- 
sented by all the sections of the Indian people to 
frame an acceptable constitution. “Later on, 
the Congress in its election manifesto published 
on July 29, 1934. maintained that the alternative 
to the British Raj is a Constituent Assembly. 
In the meanwhile Pandit Jawahar Lai I4ehru 
propagated this idea vigorously and constantly, 
till on December 28, 1936, the Faizpur Congress 
by a resolution ofBcidly accepted this idea as 
their creed. To understand the Congress psycho- 
logy let me quote this resolution in detail. It 
runs a thus : 

“The Congress reiterates its entire rejec- 
tion of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
and the constitution that, has been imposed on 
India against the declared will of the people of 
the country, in the opinion of the Congress 
any co-operation with this constitution is a 
betrayal of India’s struggle for freedom and 
strengthening the hold of British Imperialism 
anq a further exploitation of the Indian masses, 
who kave already been reduced to the direct 
poVetty under Imperialist domihatibh. The 


15 



Congress therefore repeats its resolve not to sub* 
mit to this constitution, or to co«operate with It, 
but to combat it, both inside and outside the 
Legislatures, so as to end it. The Congress does 
not and will not recognize the right of any exter- 
nal power or authority to dictate the political 
and economic structure of India, and every such 
attempt will be met by organized and uncompro' 
mising opposition of the Indian people. The 
Indian people can only recognize a constitutional 
structure which has been framed by them and 
which is based on the independence of India, 
as a nation, and which allows them full scope 
for development according to their needs and 
desires. 

“ The Congress stands for a genuine democ* 
ratic state in India where political power has 
been transferred to the people as a whcJe and 
the Government is under their effective control. 
Such a state can only come into existence 
through a Constituent Assembly, elected by the 
adult suffrage and having the power to deter^ 
mine finally the constitution of the country.'* 

By quoting the first part of the resolutibn, 
I have digressed a little from the exact topic at 
hand, but it is useful for the purpose of jud^ng 
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the stability of mind and real intentions of the 
Congress High Command. The public memory 
has not yet forgotten how the Congress accepted 
the office after that notorious **gentlemen*s 
agreement.” So, they fully co-operated with 
the first part of the Government of India Act, 
1935, after assuring themselves that without any 
interference they would be able to trample over 
the Muslim rights, and still that did not amount 
to betrayal of India’s struggle for freedom.’’ 
There is not a grain of doubt left that they 
would have accepted the Federation part as well, 
but alas, the hand of justice and truth was too 
powerful for them. The right wing of the Con- 
gress wanted a compromise on the Federation 
issue, but cruel are sometimes the ways of fate, 
Subhas sabotaged them and. negotiations could 
not proceed smoothly. Subhas had to pay the 
penalty ultimately, and for the first time in the 
history of the Congress, its President was ex- 
pelled from the organization for exposing Gan-* 
dhian tactics. When under the aegis of British 
bayonets all seemed ready for the establishment 
of Ram Raj in this land of mahatcnas and rishies, 
how could these custodians of India’s freedom 
coujd rbe f^pected to act with imagination and 
statesmanship? To know the Hindu mind and 



the length to which Hindu leadefship was and 
is prepared to go, if the Muslim^ could be kept 
under their subjugation, one has only to read 
the statements issued by the Congress and Maha- 
sabha leaders every ofF and on. But the mask 
from the face of hypocrisy and cant was lifted 
when Mr. Gandhi advising unconditional sup* 
port to the war effort, in Harijan of 2l8t Octo- 
ber, 1939, let the cat out of bag by writing : 

** Consider for one moment what can 
happen if the English were to withdraw all of a 
sudden, and there was no foreign usurper to 
rule. It may be said that the Punjabis, be they ^ 
Muslims, Sikhs, or others, will overrun India. It 
is highly likely that the Gurkhas will throw in 
their lot with the Punjabis. Assume further 
that non-Punjab Muslims will make common 
cause with the Punjabis, where jvitl the Con- 
gressmen, composed chiefly of Hindus be ? Thus 
if anybody has cause to keep the British rule for 
protection from the stronger elements it U the 
Congressmen and those Hindus and odiers who 
are represented by the Congress.’’ 

Behold 1 this is what the authpr pf ** Quit 
India’* had in his heart of hearts. Thi^ un- 
masks the Congress intentlonf and ^ill 
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JawalM Ltf white deilhig with 
f^dblem h4d tHe 

''The Muslim League ghH ^Irtlter ^ tettstahft 
op^sf the idea* becau^ they do ^01 ^/int teal 
independence and, th^y have no ^^nce^Jiop pf a 
new tta^e. or they can concgivj^ pf it. th$f 
dislike ItT 

Leaving the reader to ^udgp' foi hlmsdf, 
unbtgied and unprejudiced/ Who is thd^teil^eiil- 
prit fPr letaeditig liEidla*s battle Pf fttieddita/l^ 
me take up the dtreid of^ the Cbnsfitiieiit 
Aasenbly. 


When the Congress accepted the Minis^ 
tries, in aTl the Provincial Legislatures where the 
Hihdtfswete in mtijority, resolution! Were pasied 
to the effeCt^^at the present cpn!titutlpti sbo^ild 
be rtfpeated afnd replaced by a ^nstltCltion fdr 
a free India, frambd by e Constituent Aisetdbly 
elected on the baste of adult frapcMse. ^ It may 
be nbt^d^ fhat ih np majority province 

could a resolution ^o^ the above kind be passed. 
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birfniming^e 

stitution tlu^ugh a Constituent Assembly* wi^*. 
out external interference.** 

All these series of resolutions and state- 
ments were finally crystallised in the 8th August 
te^lution, better known as “ Quit India** reso- 
lution, as a result of which the Congress was 
outlawed. Mr. Jinnah realising full well its 
implications and the vociferous propaganda of 
the Hindu press dedared in unequivocal terms 
chat they would be the last persons to wish the 
British stay in India and advised the only faooour- 
ble course of ** Divide and Quit.’* 

This is a very brief background of the 
Congress demand. Comparing it with the Mus- 
lim League*! proclamation of the destiny of the 
100 miUion Mussalmans, the con^t of the 
Congress and the League may be described as 

PAKISTAN versus CONSTITUENT 
ASSEMBLY. 

As 1 have already said that the simple 
term Constituent Assembly is a tne&chetous net 
^ead by Congiess, it ia pf uttpoit Importance 
to know what the tew connotes. pgin 
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chapter deals exclusively with it and may be said 
to be the historical and theoretical discussion of 
the term a^applied to Indian conditions. 



THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 

Constituent Assembly may be said to be a 
body convened to draft the constitution of a 
country. Thus its characteristic feature is to lay 
down the legal foundations of a new state. It 
may be the result of either of the two circum- 
stances. Firstlyi there may be a popular upheaval 
in a country, which is under foreign subjection, 
and as a result of successful armed revolt throws 
off the foreign yoke. Thus a new body of peo- 
ple assert themsleves free to decide their external 
and internal affairs as happened in the case of 
the United States of America. The colonists 
denied the right of the British Parliament to levy 
taxes upon them. British Government would 
not accede to it, therefore they raised the slogan 
of ** No taxation ” and finally repudiated every 
vestige of British authority and in 1776, at 
Philadelphia, the Congress resolved **to adopt 
such Government as shall in the opinion of 
representatives of the people best conduce to 
the happiness and safety of their constituents in 
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particular and America in general.” After thb 
the body of representatives proceeded to frame 
the constrtutlon. Secondly, the constituent 
Assembly may be" the outcome of an existing 
political power, which is willing to surrender its 
authority and agrees not to exert any influence 
or interfere in their deliberations to chalk out 
the constitution for the political, economic and 
social welfare of their people. Here the exis- 
tence of a superior authority is recognised, but it 
is promised by that power to withdraw in favour 
of a duly elested body of the people. The 
commonest examples of such form may be found 
in the British Dominions, which framed their 
own Laws and Constitutions and British Parlia- 
ment only formalty accepted them. The heroic 
Irish people bulk thehr great narional organisation 
Sinn Fein, as a strong weapon of their struggle 
against the British Imperialism. Here is the 
Article No. 4 of its Constitution adopted in 19l5| 
to whidi the Sinn Fain pledged itsetf : 

** Whertas no law made without the 
authority and conaent of the Iriah people ^ 
is or osar can binding upon their 
conatianttc 

HaBnlm in aemcdancn with the* as- 
iphttkin Sinn Fein, adopted^ fin 

it 



Conventiol^ 1905, a conatituftit A«^bly 
ahall lot' convoked comivrking pezioni 
choaen by the iHih Comtituencife aa the 
aupreme national authority to apeak and 
act in the name of the Iriah people, and 
to devise and formulate measures for the 
welfare of the people of the whole 
Ireland;” 

Ireland won and the Britiab Government 
was forced to acknowledge thek right of self- 
determination. 

t 

Also the historical origin of the constituent 
Aisaembly may be traced h^ck to the Parliaments 
of different European countries. The oppressed 
peoi^e realising their misery, abject poverty and 
dcapotk rule of the kings, revolted against the 
“divine right of kings.” The Briti^ Parliament 
giadually snatched all power from the hands of 
kiOga, but the climax .reached in she days of 
Cromwell. Also the gtim ihama Of the French 
revolution was staged yfiik a, bloody setting 
unknown ip the history pf the worlds Their 
slogan was* liberty, eguali^,. frattraisy V **To 
create a constitution is to wgentiate* the 
state,’* said:XhOuret« iThus rbegakthie' assertion 
of the claim^tMt atialiot|f#^right^fo^ mi^ it* 
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self It syn o n ymout with its conttinient pemet, 
mantfeelad through kt tontcituent A t tcmb t y^ 
^'Thit contdtutiooal powers** nid Haymoiidr 
Poincare, the begEnning and endt and the 
very eatence of sovereignty* A people wbkA can^ 
not thus organise itself is a people enslaved*” 

Thus a Constituent Anembly denies in the 
first place the 'locus standi’ of the established 
state, and declares the people’s will to lay down 
the economic, political, social and religious struc* 
cure of their national life, through their own 
elected repre’sentatives. 

APPLICATION IN INDIA 

The brief historical background of the idea 
of a Constituent Assembly has been given, so 
that the reader may clearly understand what 
constituent Assembly is in its true form and that 
the Mudims can have no objection to the Con* 
stilMent Assembly if it Is ooEtlsticuted in true and 
proper fom. In fact it it the true expression 
of their dsiMociatic.hsfure*. But let there be no 
mistake about it that the earth exists for the 
tfie Human fiK^e and trie vice 
versa;' Tfeietefdti^ Coh^khiMihC Assembly is t& 
be based upon nationhood and not on a r tifl idto^ 
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osealed boundaries of a sub^coorinemu- Alic^ 
sometiiBcS details are of gaeafier imporCasiee than 
die fondtenentals laid down» and hence the con- 
ditions prevailing intheland, political cotiadoui^ 
ness namong the masses, conflicting national 
interests, etc. ere of vital importance. 

Bot, let us for the moment, enumerate 
the essential prerequisites for a Constituent 
Assembly : — 

(a) Suflicient political consciousness 

in the masses. Jhis would 
necessarily include the standard 
of literacy in the country. 

(b) General desire and determination, 

with power to throw off the 
existing slate machinery. 

(c) A common goal or destiny for the 

people in one country. 

(d) Lastly and the most important, a 

corollary from (c) i.e., the presence 
of One nation to exercise this 
fundamental human right. 

Let us es^amlne these four pterequiaitM pf 
I Constituent sejEnence to 

ls|die. 


24 



U it quitedm ffom the various teeolutiofifi 
of the Congress end uttemice of its leaders that 
the Congress leaders urge the convening of the 
Constituent Assembly with two main b^sic 
ideas at the back of their minds, viz., the unity 
of India as one country, and secondly assuming 
all the peoples of India as one nation. Both 
these points which are fundnnental have been 
challenged times out of number and it is per* 
sistence upon them which blinds the Congress 
towards the welfare and destiny of this unhappy 
sub-continent. , As these points are of funda- 
mental importance, these may be discussed after 
less important items have been dealt with. 

Wherever the Congress has declared itself 
for Constituent Assembly, it has inevitably laid 
down that such an assembly is to be elected on 
the basis of adult or near franchise. The 
Congress absolutely ignores the fact that vast 
majority pf the voters as such^ would be illiterate 
and ignorapt, prhp ^ould vote for one side or 
the ocher, as the amount of iaduajuiqe is exet^ 
upon chep. WfhQ, ip such cimpmstances, will 
not be ^ ^ the cpnclusipn that tha decision pf 

au^ an b^/arcer or a tywoJBF 

of .Tbffe atagesof a oonadr 
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tuenf asiemblyr the eiectlmi^ leoondly^ 

•ddiberatlms end tbiidlr the AMJ^wtcmie,- 

THREE STAGES 

Now> at the election time ell sorts of 
manoeuvres, election stunts, and emotional 
slogans would certainly not leave the masses in 
m impartial state of mind^ Poor, ignorant, 
nineducated masses would stand dumb and 
confused and puzzled. And before the ** election 
campaign will itself be a sufBden^ education for 
the purpose of broadly Jcnowing the popular 
will,” as Mahatma Gandhi asserts, the people 
would have cut their hands by electing their 
nrepresentatives before mature deltberacions. 
Mr. Jinnah elucidated thh point oti 4th DececQr 
^ber, 1939, when in a statement in the News 
•Chronicle hie said, Gandhi is nfcith^* 

•concerned with the sim of the country, titit the 
•iHiteracy of tbie tilatset. A truly repc^ntatiS^ 
^i^hibfy presupposes thiit in order RUdifiilly^d 
•egepresS^He^tdgtheht ^ can otilf 

W ccmsfitutta ff 76h"hai*e k ftfly 
puDnc opsnioiiy hti civctorwc' ^uucmsq' ^ ■tuci 

.. .J- iiLfc-L..T ^ J t ^ ai' 

•expenenoeci, tree Tronr ’auperscicion hbri capsule 
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country, und not at India ttandt today* ^OMppQfcd 
of caitet* creeds* superstitions, provincial | jeal- 
ousies, quite apart from the main division of 
British India and Indian States. The assembly 
proposed by Mr. Gandhi would at best, there- 
fore, be a packed body manoeuvred and managed 
by the Congress caucus.** 

Next consider this constituent assembly 
in which, let us take for granted, the Muslim 
seats are reserved in proportion to their popula- 
tion. Every one can see as the Congress 
intentions were, that, by joint electorate, hardly 
a true Muslim representative can find a seat 
in it. 


But the Congcesa possibly gnmtit the 
boon ** of separate electorates for thia assembly, 
with the pcovisD that the final communal ques- 
tion would be settled in the assembly. Let me 
revetf lb ^ the Cotigtess proclaimatons On this 
T have previously cited the^Ss^ataf Tarty^s 
TeiMMi^ adopted in 1934. It fOrfhet said, 
^*^^Fhlb*'edW^ttoe is of 'the' dpihlorf ^at the 

pWiiMtiire‘ Hki 
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when a Con$tituwt Assembly is coxivex^ed*’^, 
Lkijet on Pandit" Jawahar Lai Nfeh^u eluci4|itin|^ 
the idea of the ^Constituent Assembly declareijl ; 

** This Assembly would also deal with 
the Communal problem » and I have 
suggested that in order to remove all 
suspicion from the minds of a minority, 
it may even, if it so chooses, have its 
representatives elected by separate electo- 
rates. These separate electorates would 
only be for the Constituent Assembly. 

The future method of election as well as 
an other matters connected with the 
Constitution would be settled by the 
Assembly itself.** 

Also the Pandit hoped, 'and he had the 
means to put this hope into practice that “ with 
the Constituent Assembly economic problems 
would occupy the attention instead of communal 
problema , which would fade Into backgcoutid/* 

Hem is the Cppgress saying in an iodliec^ 
way : let; the Muslims enter this snare of Qijv* 
stituent Assembly end then wc woul44^^^ 
how to deal with th^. ,ln sudh jtp 
foc^ every Muslim vote tb^te 
Hip^ vpp5».?in4, the, depisjon Is 
8%y of ihsnd^ 
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it by nose and we have sufficient experience to 
know the Hindu Congtesa designs!! Without 
exaggeration it would be a(n enlaced edition of 
the A. I. O C. Hindu's wodid be determined 
and in a safe position to ride/roiigl^s^od over the 
legitimate Muslim righu and aspirations. No 
assurances, no guatanteesi no finai^ arbitration 
schemes can be of any ute under anch circum* 
stances when the Muslims th^thSelvts would have 
no separate entity and no powerful machinery 
to enforce their demands. Even an impartial 
observer could see the game through. As early 
as November, 29, 1939, Mr. Pothan Joseph 
discussed it fully in an article published in the 
Statesman, ** A Catch Phrase in Politics — Con* 
stituent Assembly.’* This was the time when 
he was not the editor of ** Dawn,” but editor of 
the official Congress paper ” Hindustan Times.” 
He suggested two alternatives; 6rstly» ” a bargain* 
ing conferencAt where numbers do npt determine 
political strength ; and, secondly, ” a concordant 
of parties is the mxt best way at an 'assembly of 
the diffeVfng gtoiips that hoW exist, a conference 
of ptbl^ni^Qt politic^ let^tV .Wi^ut any 
million*wh}e .voting' by >f«he adults o£ India.” 
The reasonliig, he gave for flihse twi^ Suggest^ 
is worth serious consideration and let ^ttie quote 
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him in extenso : — 


** A ConHilcuent Aoaembly ii genendlr 
called by a revolutionary organlaatioa at a 
time of triumphant upheaval. It i» 
summoned on the promise that there is 
no superior authority to re-examine a 
division or to veto it, since sovereignty 
has been ww it e d. If Britain recognizes: 
the ridit of a Csgiscituenc Assembly in 
India she renounces her claim to have 
her say in the matter. What is decided 
upon in the Constituent Assembly should 
be accepted as the foundational law. 
The usual custom as seen in the story of 
revolutions m to oust the possibility of a 
superior veto by the leaders themselves 
acting in the name of the people, and 
then to formulate the terms of sovereignty 
already recognized as complete and 
inherent in the nation, represented at 
the conference in order to formulate a 
plan of Oovemment. Lord Zetland 
demurs to the plea that the Britain should 
be kept out of it ; hut now ihat the BrttlA. 
Gov e r n me nt hat been forced to ocgulesce 
hefore this demand, at mantfetted by the 
Crippt propotalt of X 049 b it it the Indian 
peaplet themtdvet who due to fundamental 
differencet udtteh teem almott irreconodakte 
at this stage, cannot call one, dnd tudh a 
ContUtMeint Aatembh at the Oongans 
withet** 
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“ Whea we talk of Consticoent 
A,8sembly. tbt preliminary hypothetia 
absent, but aatumlng that there is a 
divestment of tesponsibility by the ParliS' 
ment, we should appreciate the nature of 
the next stage to be reached. The simple 
Western design would be to have terri' 
torial representation at the Conference 
presupposed as necessary, but territorial 
patriotism in India is overwhelmed by 
communal sentiments. We think in. 
teims of religious affinities, and there are 
seven separate religions in India, the most 

prominent being Islam after Hinduism. 

• 

** The situation today is such that an 
electoral merger cannot, as a cast-iron 
certainty, safeguard the interest of .leader^ 
ship. A Constituent Assembly on the 
basis of aduk franchise would mean the 
counting of heads, and adult franchise is 
predicted in the Congress scheme. How it 
can be organised on an elective basis in a 
country of 400 millions is too stupendous 
a problem for practical minds, but assum- 
ing tbe production at the conference table 
df ont delegate tb represent a million, 
theta ssoutd be aboiit 250 spokesmen ae- 
Hindus^ 90 as Muslims. 6 as Indian 
Chcistianp* mpd ;che rest in dliFetenf 
prppordQQs. 
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Constituent Assembly on adult 
franchise so comprised would ittiply 
TOtini; according to representative num- 
bers, and a majority vote would mean 
the overwhelming of the rest : Demoo 
racy, the counting of heads, but since 
the electorate is of the heterogenous com- 
position, the separate blocs shape according 
to communal numbers. If instead of 
British India the principle of Constituent 
Assembly is applied for a single province, 

(a Muslim majority province) how would 
it suit the Hindus ? ” 

Mr. Pothan ]oseph*s above criticism is 
exhaustive enough to show that at the delibera- 
tion stage, it is but natural that the Hindu 
majority in the Constituent Assembly would 
rule the minorities and the latter shall be at the 
mercy of the Hindus. 

THE PINAL OUTCOME 

Lastly, the third stage, Lc., the “outcome” 
of the Constituent Assembly jilays its role. 
Till now the reader must have siufficieotly grasped 
the scope and powers of the Constituent 
Assembly proposed the Corigti^s. It is to 
be the final and highest authoifltf th the land. 
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There lies no appeal against its decisions. No 
superior authority is there to exercise veto power, 
rind you cannot reject its proposals. There is 
no way out, but to submit humbly before its 
dictates. In short, the constitution dtafted by 
It becomes the organic Law of the land, and 
those who protest against it would be damned 
js rebels and traitors. If there was any doubt 
left about it, it was cleared by Mr. C. Rajgopal* 
acharia, when speaking about the proposed 
ponstituent Assembly he asserted: If an 

electorate duly Representing all the peoples of 
India approve of the draft constitution, no self* 
constituted representatives can thereafter have 
the right to jnake counter proposals and keep 
I the issue alive.** 

It does not require a great politician to 
imagine the consequences that would flow after 
the Constitutional Law adopted by such an 
assembly is promulgated; even an ordinary 
citizen having ordinary commonsense can well 
visualise them. 

What can the Muslims expect, then, from 
such a Constihition-making body? Nothing, 
except total annihilation of their ngdonal 
existence. ' 
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TH^ BASIC FACTOR-COMMON 
DESTINY 

Wdl, howsomuch vital the above factor 
may be, still they do not go to the root pf th( 
problem. The basic and the fundaments 
requirement for a Constituent Assembly is th( 
presence of a common goal or destiny of thi 
people in the country. Freedom has two facet 
which cannot be separated. It signifies thi 
emancipation from existing system, whicl 
represses the national growth and creation o 
another set of congenial circumstances whicl 
would help the growth and development of th 
nation according to its own ideals, genius am 
traditions. That is what self-government o 
autonomy means— the growth free from fetten 
of auto or self. There must be a unifiechpositiv 
view of life, before the foreign rule could b 
eliminated. This in other words may mean th 
national consciousness among the people. ■ Th 
people must have a burning fire in their heart 
for the resurrection _^of their national- .hpnou 
Culture and ciyllisat ion. . ^ 

Now let us apply the above tests .jlndii 
The Mussalmans assert themselves a separat 



nation — ** a nation' of hundred milUon alfrong* 
and what is more a nation with cheif own^ 
distinctive culture and (civilisation, language and 
liter ature, art and architecture, names and 
nomenclature, sense of value and proportion,^ 
legal l aws and moral codes, customs and calendatf* 
histo ry and tradition s, aptitudes and ambi ti on s* 
In ^ort, we have our own distinctive outlook 
on life and of life.** With the presence of so 
many attributes of nationality, one cannot look 
without suspicion on the bona fides of those who 
still want to. force Hindus and Muslims into 
one web of nationhood. 

There are two major nations in India, 
Hindus and Muslims. Every Hindu and every 
Mussalman knows it and realises the difference 
between the two. Both of them feel strangers 
towards each other. Each considers the other 
as an alien to his own nationality. For them, 
their goals and spheres of life are distinctly 
separate from each other. India’s case is a 
problem of two rival ideologies. If a Musl im 
is prepared to lay down his life for the glory of 
Islam in lnSara Hitvdu ^prouTd feel tilii jJSiglgus 
dji^'lb'oppcMie It, dr raise thci faannet aC ^ Cow 
Prot^M**^ ThuSi they have a dtotitiet and 




separate past and they visualise a future destiny 
of their own. There is a feeling of affinity with 
one gtOup and of being apart and distinct from 
another. It is this realisation of truth and real 
state of affairs, which guides the policy of the 
Alhlndia Muslim League. Speaking at the 
Madras Session in 1941> Qaid-e*Azam said, 
** The ideology of the Muslim League is based 
upon the fundamental principle that Muslim 
India is an independent nationality.** 

Now, let us proceed with the assumption, 
(which in reality is a fact as true as night 
distinguished from day) that Hindus and Mus' 
Urns are two major nations inhabiting this 
enslaved land. Fortunately, the Muslims are In 
majority in North-Western and Eastern zones of 
India. Both the nations are well-organised 
having a burning fire of freedom in their hearts. 
They have their own programmes and ideolc^ies 
of life in which they differ on fundamental 
principles. 

THE SOLUTION 

/What is the conclusion thaet we mcb? 
Let both the fladons have the eight of self^ 
^etermioatjbn* Let eadi nation exerdse itatight 
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to manage its homeland and draft the cop^titut^ifn 
best suited to its needs and desires. It becon;^^ 
undisputediy plain that a central Government 
foreign to the genius and requirements of tl^ 
Indian peoples. Such Government would be a 
graft, an imposition and such an artificial arrangfah 
ment can never lead to an organic growth. 1 hus 
one Constituent Assembly for the whole of 
India is a snare and a farce to keep the great 
Muslim nation under the Hindu thumb* The 
only natural course left is, that, for a free and 
independent India, there will have to be con* 
vened two Constituent Assemi>lies: one for 
Hindu India and the other for Muslim India. 
That is what the Muslim League strives for and 
this is the only path where wisdom of years and 
current of events lead us to. Muslims are not 
opposed CO Constituent Assembly, but let the 
Hindus not poison this drug. Of course, it will 
be a natural corollary to Indians freedom. Th^ 
position was clearly set forth by the Working 
Committee of the ^li^lndia Muslim League in 
its resolution of August, 1942, which stated 
inter d1|a : ' 


f.^TMMlltflai.beagu€eaU^ upon 
Government to^ome fiotwacd without 
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delay with an unequivocal declaration guarantee- 
ing to the Muslims the right of self-determina- 
tion, and to pledge themselves that they would 
abide by the -verdict of Mussalmans and give 
effect to the Pakistan scheme in consonance with 
the basic..principles laid down by the Lahore 
resolution the All-India Muslim League passed 
jn MarAU94D.” .j(. 

We leave it to the judgment of the world, 
if there can be any other course except to allow 
the two natioi^s to decide their fate themselves. 

IRE ANALOGY 

Let me here take the case of Ireland where 
the different conflicting elements failed to unite 
and to use Lord Wavell's phrase, Ireland has a 
sort of Pakistan.*’ The Northern Ireland acted 
most sagaciously when, unlike the Indian 
National Congress, they did not insist upon the 
rigid unity, although they had much better claims 
and justifiqitious for doing so. ^ir JamM 
O* Connore in his book ** History of Ireland** 
quotes an ^account given by a special corre- 
spondent of the Manchester Guardian, as to 
^y ^Iridh eouM dlciv why 

Itfelttid hasa sett^^f 



**In Ulster you have two communities fac* 
ing each otheti intermarriage is virtually pcobi^ 
bited, the children are educated in separate 
schools, and, what is worse, there are few homes 
in which they are not brought up to despise and 
distrust the * Papist* or the * heretic’. The 
Protestant community has a marked, but not 
overwhelming, superiority in wealth and position. 
It comprises the great majority of industialista, 
the large merchants, the professional men^ the 
strong farmers, and the skilled artisans. It has 
the traditions, the defects, and the virtues of an 
ascendancy. It looks across the channel for 
support to the Protestantism of England. It is 
but slightly weakened by divisions into sulvsects, 
Episcopalion, Presbyterian, and Methodist, with 
which we need not trouble ourselves further 
here. The Catholic - community has Uttle 
wealth or position, but it is growing in itumbers. 
It consists mostly of unskilled or semi-skilled 
wage-earners; small farmers in mountainous or 
swampy tracts, the agricultural produce-dealers 
and the pubHcans. It can look for support to 
the rest oF^ Ireland, where its brethren att tti 
majority. It is united, it is used to being beaten 
and renewing the-8truggle,-draiidng fresh strengdi 
from the earth after every fall.” . 



The above description can be truly applied 
to India. Substitute for Protestant community 
the Hindus, Muslims for Catholics and India fot 
Ireland ; also remember that ideoIofi;ieal» Social, 
religious, moral and political differences are much 
more acute in India than they ever could be 
among the Catholics and Protestants, who are 
after all two communities of one nation, and the 
Indian picture is truly depicted. But in India 
there are not two communities who are struggl 
ing with each other, one to enslave the othei 
after the British withdrawal and the other tc 
assert her own right to independence anc 
liberty; but two nations, which are fully self 
conscious. That is why the Muslims can nevei 
accept as a matter of fundamental principle anc 
national policy to join a Constituent Assembh 
based upon one nation and a geographicalh 
united India, which is only a myth. 

Thus two-nation theory is the pivpt, rounc 
which the Indian politics revolve. ^J^t u 
^briefly, but, critically, examine this point Ufpoi 
which the future destipy of India depends. 
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TWO NATIONS 


** I find noparallel in history for a body 
of conyerts and their descendants claim* 
ing to be a nation apart from the parent 
stock. If India was one before the advent 
of Islam, it must remain one in spite of 
the change of faith of a very large body 
of her children. You do not claim to be 
a separate nation by right of conquest 
but by reason of acceptance of Islam. 

Will t(ie two nations become one if the 
whole of India accepted Islam? Will 
Bengalis, Oryias, Andhras. Tamiliana etc. 
cease to have their characteristics if all 
of them became converfs to Isliimt 
These harve all become one politically, 
because they are subject to one foreign 
control 

Thus Mz. Gandhi gave vent to his feelings 
in the Giodht*}imiah co r r et pondtence, and (^id 
e-Asam’s prevtoualy xjuoted rejoindeT is the most 
QQOlffrjBhtsistlfo and faefico^ reply to it.. 
Um ia another' extract ftesn a speech ^dilivoced 
by QMd«chAsteaCfSU&ongm March 4, 

• hIM UuS'bwa IStSs, oof own"'’ ^ 

salluhr<did hagasgn r Ws^ba^ 
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calendar, names, social life, architecture 
and music ; in short, the entire, social and 
economic structure of oui society is 
different from that of Hindus. We 
ffnd that Hindus have their own structure 
of society which is different from ours. 

It is not only different, but in some cases 
it is antagonistic. I do not blame them. 

' It is their philosophy and culture. The 
Hindu believes in idolatry ; we do not. 

We believe in equality, liberty, and 
fraternity while they are caste*ridden and 
caste^bound* How is it possible for us 
merely to be one in a ballot-box I The 
ballot-box will carry us nowhere.'* 

In this small paragraph Qaid-e-Azam has 
counted almost all the attributes of a liadonality 
and it is a pity that Mr. Gandhi knowing full 
well that Hindus and Muslims differ in almost 
all these essential attributes- of a nationality, 
fihould still be so adamant as to regard them as 
one nation. Nowhere in the history of the 
world you would find an example of two or 
jnorc- nations ucider common politicat sutajaga* 
tfon losing their separate nationhood itndttr 
Strega of^ime^ . Thcy^lglie joinha^^ 
off the foreign yokcr bug. they wcgild remain 
separate nations aU the sum. 1 rDid rdM Polish, 
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Czechs, Bulgarians and a host of ocher nations 
of Europe lose their nationhood, when all of 
them were under the Nazi yoke sthd they all 
acting as United Nations were trying in a com- 
bined struggle to defeat the common aggressor — 
Hitlerite Germany ? Did the Czechs, the Hunga- 
rians and the Poles lose their nationality by 
common subjection to the Hapsburg rule for 
centuries? Could the accident of a common 
king stop Norway and Sweden from separation ? 
Again, did the Greeks, the Bulgars, the Ruma- 
nians and Serbians lose their individuality or 
nationality as a result of common subjection to 
the Ottoman Empire? If the Bulgars, the 
Greeks, the Yugoslavians, the Czechs, the Poles 
and the Rumanians did not lose their rights to 
nationhood and individual existence, as a result 
of their common subjection of centuries, why 
should a hundred and fifty years of English ride 
in India result in the extermination of the 
Muslim Nation 7 Mr, Gandhi seems to be living 
in a pandisc of his own when he thinks that 
by thrarvCing t>ff the foreign 'subjection' a new, 
politically free, nation would emerge -out* of the 
various nations, as th^y exist now. When Mr. 
Gandhi' dsya* ’ fkft cieali though ^wful, 
cest^of^otti MAoidi^odaiim^^ (if me common 
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poltikal aubjectsionf” he is ignoring the haid iict 
that nations emcage and gronr in this world by 
common ideals and aims of life. It is only a 
wishful thinking that by harnessing the different 
peoples in the dally routine of life, you could 
keep them in the cage of one nationhood. 
There is no precedent as such in the history. 
Of course fate has decreed that we should join 
in throwing off the British yoke and^t^en live a 
separate peaceful national life in our own sepa* 
rate homelands, because there is nothing common 
between us, except the common shackles of 
slavery. India’s presetvt problem may be com- 
pared to the following example. 

It so happened that a hunter captured one 
eagle and three ducks. They lived under the 
same roof for a long time, but during all this 
period, they longed for the free life of former 
times and always fdainned to regidn their liberty. 
The ducks, as well as die eagle, had ^aoHve bn 
unnatural life; duclos cotdd get no water tanks 
to swim in while the eagle could not'iy linr 
unrestriocedair. 


Ona> day It so faappeiial that ttUHter 
wag^inafiiooddf^Mity} ^aribidhils^cipfiees 



chat he was willitig- to set them fnt, liut^ they 
should themielYea plan the mode of their free* 
dom. NqW| ducks said that ail of them may be 
put in a pool of water; die 'ea^fe protested 
against it and said that it was not ecoepcable to 
him. He pleaded chat he should be set free in 
the air, because he could not live in a pool of 
water. The ducks argued that theirs was a 
majority decision, three votes on one side and 
one on the other — a perfect democratic decision 
— and hence the eagle must bow before it. The 
eagle, on the other hand, argued that the life they 
proposed was not congenial to his temperament 
and hence he could never adapt himself accord* 
ing to it* Upon this the ducks accused the eagle 
of having slavish mentality, retarding the way to 
liberty, shamelessly compromising with the 
master, and of every other so^caUed national 
abuses I The eagle would ttV his best to bring 
them to reason and to get his point of view 
understood by them, but the ducks would not 
Hsten to Mm* They hsd no other reasocf or 
aigum^nt but the democratic tnafority rule, afid 
cominbh subjection* 

&U«c4r simdsnp is, the ppsitiop qf. .Muslima 
and M , l•l^^ 
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would not listen to the Muslim’s plea that chef 
can never live in the uncongenial atmosphere of 
a united India, but would repeat the parrot-like 
democratic slogans of nationalism and unity and 
down all these so-called communalists. But the 
most ugly part of the story is that the very 
communalism which they abhor and condemn 
on political platform is their nationalism in daily 
life. 

Well, that was just by the way and let us 
revert to analyse scientifically how Hindus and 
Muslims are two separate nations.* Mationalism 
being a subjective conception, cannot easily be 
defined, btit its sharp boundaries can clearly be 
felt. The French philosopher Renan defines a 
nation thus: 

A nation is a living soul, a spiritual 
principle. Two things constitute this soui^ 
this spiritual principle. One is the past, the 
other is the present. One is the possession in 
common of a rich heritage of mcjnot^es^ t^e 
ptheris the present consent, the desire, to live 
together, the will to preserve the 
heritage.” 

** ' Word 6f the abbve de^ition be* 

itMf tW Mindus^^ and XftfsIijAs 



separate naiions. As nationalism is truly a 
spiritual force, who can deny that Hinduisin 
and Islam are two distinct and distinguishable 
spiritual forces ? They represent separate views 
of life, but let us postpoi^ the discussion on 
religious basis to a later point. 

Firstly, let us take the past of both the 
nations. Hindus have a history of their own, 
while Muslims take pride in their own historical 
past. Muslims claim an international historical 
past, while Hindus have their own heroes in 
Arjan, Yudhishtcr and Rama. Often the heroes 
of two nations have conflicting careers ; the hero 
of one nation is supposed to be the arch enemy 
of the other, while the uniform policy of 
indifference is applicable in almost all cases. 
If Hindus and Muslims in all cases do not treat 
all thdr heroes in the apirit of the memories of 
Shivaji Maliratta and Aurangzeb, they at least 
never fed proud together for the glorious reign 
of VikffKhjditya and the golden age of four 
Cahpha. Take a step further, and you wlU 
find- that- both have their Separate ftaticMl 
caleMirs^' and | historic festiyafls. MiaiSahnaiis 
hal^^tfbek’' festivals in tHe two Ida, 

Shabii*B^ wKiie haiNf thdt 
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festival days in Holi, Dewali, B^sant etc., 
What Is more, the festivals are celebtated in 
remarkable different spirits and manners and 
have different significance and the morals they 
teach are different. It is a very very rare pheno- 
menon to see any Muslim or Hindu taking part 
in the festivals of the other nation. Further, 
they have their own customs, at every stage of 
life from birth till death, when the Muslims 
bury their dead while the Hindus would bum 
them. 


Look at the two adjoining houses, one of 
a Muslim and the other of a Hindu, in the same 
street and in the Mme city. They manifest two 
distinct cultures and civilisations. Those very 
people, who are living together for centuries 
pgatf have a difference in dialect, even of tl^e 
same language, apart from the main difference of 
one writing from right to left aod other pre* 
ferring to write from left to right. They, are not 
ooly distif^uishable from their faciei 

•expresslonjii manners in which they addreasi etc., 
but jdao from dress. Hindus wpuld genemlly 
be foupd* weadng short *dfaot|i ’ or 
pyjemasriwhile a Uuylim 

much of e 

m 



waste* ' Tiicir taste in the matter 6f food may 
abo be noticed as well as the manner 'Ofhldi 
they take their meals. Muslhos serve them- 
selves tfi’ huge dishes, while Hiadus will be 
having their meals in small '* katnries ’* and big 
leaveaerf banana tree. And, aaaric fet Mother 
diffeteme* The design, masonry and aitaation 
not only of the places of saorship of the two 
nationa but also dwelling hous e s in genesil 
present a sharp contrast. Also the inter c o u r s e 
of centuries has not cast any deep impaeaaiDn 
upon the daily habits and ways of living of the 
two adjotiung families. Many Hindis familiea 
my fae living in one houm, but this fa very 
seldom, almost newer a case amongat the Mua-^ 
bins. At the top of all thia comes the rigid 
caste sifstem of the Hindus, obedience of which 
has made them observe the eomplete social and 
econoank boycott of the Musllnis till present 
day. 


These may be little and mhnute difctenees 
in the^Mttinto knd ways of W e 6f the tWo 
peoples, but they certaiidy reflect thdbdiaraetet, 
mind md mentality. They have hiscoriml and 
culturaTDa)ft^Oftd,>hd hOW Ibbkiif ^Meaent. 
We iii nof fiiid aiiy 6dm^n'feerttbfl(e, 
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iolm itiheritoca we may be. Eaoh pfiO|]le has id 
own hetscaga* or whatever you may call it, which 
if not antagonistic to die other bears no cultural, 
histoftical* rdigious or blood relation with it. 

Instead of the will to live together, there 
is a mutual distrust and irresistible separatist 
tendency. There is a cultural struggle going on 
and Mttssalmans have strong reasons to believe 
thatsf they lose chts race, this is the end of their 
national existence. Hindus know it too, but tOr 
camouflage their ulterior motives, some deny it, 
while others adroit the same bluntly. It was on 
l>6th August, 1943, that Mr. Savarkar, the ex* 
Ptesident df the Hindu Mahasabha« and still its 
victual dictator nid, ** I have no quarrel with 
Me. Jitmah’s two^nation theory. We Hindus | 
are a nation by ourselves, and it is a historical 
fact that Hindus and Muslims are two nations.” 

The tragedy is that while admitting this 
fundamental truth, they are the people who in 
this age of liberty and freedom, dream of 
ths} MMslImfj ^wen whpee chgf tare in 
mgjorltjf, by taisiog jU hyjppcritteT^ftgaa^if 
dcj;9oc(;aqrf)q4^4nlted 
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separate dWliSitkm, was expressed bf .the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee on the ladUii Con* 
stitucional Reforms. 

The following paragraph, m a compact 
form illustrates the conflict of nationalism in its 
true character in India : 

India is inhabited by many races, often 
as distinct from one another in origin, tradition, 
manner of life as are the nations of Europe. 
Two thirds of its inhabitants profess Hinduism 
m one form or another, as their religion, over 
77 millions (now about lOO millions) are followers 
of Islam ; and the difference between the two 
18 not only of religion in the stricter sense, hut 
also of law and culture. They may be said 
indeed to represent two distinct and separate 
civilizations. Hinduism is distinguished by the 
I phenomenon of its Caste, which is the basis of 
Its religious and social systetn, and save in a very 
restricted field remains unaffected by contact 
with the philosophies of the West ; the religion 
of lslahi,^on thh bthet hand, is based up^n the 
conception df eqiinflity oFman.’^'* 

Exifttly similpr wererahe cOMiusiOnParcHI^ 
at hv^tha fiiihDO <aomnfissle«r^^ wideh^pfit^thd 
premiaaitawjfiius 



Differences nf raee, a ^Afferrat system of 
law, and the absence of inseemarriage constitiite 
a basic opposition manifesting itself at every 
turn in social custom and economic competition. 
They (the Hindus and Muslims) may be said to 
represent two distinct Snd separate civiliza- 
tions.’* 


So far we have dealt with the outwardly 
traits of the two nations which spgah.for them^ 
selves their separate nationhood. They ace the 
diircct outcome of an affinity towards 4M>e system 
of life and a feeling of strangeness toward the 
other. They are the manifestationa of s^rate 
nationhood of each people. But a student of 
human psychology would atgue the case from 
another most impoetant angle, which makes it 
iffipossible for Hindus and Mudims to ttad a 
homogeneous life of the same typ^ gnd under 
a similar set of principles. What 1, mean eo esy 
is that there is an ocean of difieneancc in the 
psychologiical make-up pf the two J’epplesriwhkb 
is manifested in their spoal# Tahglpnen.eiid 
merdal life. Let me menemn mse 

example of this. To-day Hindus form the 
ibiMiiacas eomsmmhv They 

baye .fhe fnmppolf df nio^stuwBicthg^ibidks, 
insurance companies and otherdnihatiialiaDn* 

n 



eansr Xico0pff«4"witb'thein^M are 

paupers. What is the reason for so great a 
divergence in the economic field I It is wrongs 
as the Hindu propaganda machine works, that 
Mussalmans have no aptitude for business, OS 
they are had business people* The root causjs 
of the problem is that here they have tO 
compete with a people who are made up of ani 
entirely different psychological stuff. The twd 
peoples have different conceptions of moneyi 
While for a Mossalman money is a mere means 
of subsistence, the Hindu’s all love-instinct is 
concentrated on gold. A Hindu lives for moneys 
but a Muslim takes it as a necessary eVil. 
Herein lies the root cause of Muslim nacion’si 
poverty in the long run. If today all the 
wealth in India were accumulated and 
equally divided amongst the Hindus and Mus<< 
lims, in another fifty years’ time the Muslims 
and Hindus would revert to their former 
tions* Hindu knows the art of hoarding,] 
without a J^nny, upon hislilr^ 

self, wyfe such i a is a^gnSiT^Ta 

Mutlm'tlmis. In HkulM AltiM- 

in iailla 

Hence tHe-Mnsdnwntfcel theneddtvf ■ a(p>racci 
social and economic order. 



These ate the obsenratlons which every 
sane man having the eyes to see and a little 
brain to think, can observe «without taking the 
trouble to go deep in the matter. But Mr. 
Oandhi claims to have read the Quran and has 
a deep religious mind. He has Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad, as a great Muslim theologian to tell 
him the Islamic conception of nationality. 
In spite of all this the Mahatma appears to be 
wholly ignorant, or at least he makes sach an 
impression of the spirit of Islam, and if those 
who surround him have not told him this Islamic 
truth, they have acted most dangerously not 
only towards the Muslims, Mahatma and the 
Congress, but towards the whole of India. I 
feel not at all embarrassed to say that for us 
Muslims these old and modern conceptions of 
nationality are just matters of practical interest, 
which fortunately go in our favour. For us, the 
veal test of nationhood is laid down in the Quran. 
Whatever may be the forces acting around ua, 
Islam shows the light and Quran is tkp principal 
guide from which the Muslims dnw inspiration. 
I have iKit to hesitateior a second when 1 
that I base my Oadonilicy upon the Jilamic 
teachingft ami let os discuss them hel^. 
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NATIONALITY IN ISLAM 

It is generally believed that religion is only 
a link between man and God*-— a spiritual bond, 
which unites man with the Supreine Creator. 
It is a means for the moral and spiritual advance- 
ment, i.e., it has nothing to do with the practical 
and worldly life but when the man is free from 
his worldly engagements he may divert his atten- 
tion towards a mystical and supreme authority 
whom he calls Almi^ty God. By this attend- 
ance he would receive contentment of heart, 
whereby his mind would become all the more 
enlightened — the fina^ stage being that of salva- 
tion. To gain this end there are different paths, 
and a common name ascribed to them in that of 
prayer. That is all, religion has no place outside 
the four walls of the church. 

I have no quarrel with the beUefs of odier 
religions. Ohrisdanky in modern times has 
lost its vitailcy and Hinduism may be a rigid and 
insukf sodd *ays«etm as a religkMi it has no 
hard and fait principles. It can at once«doDmmor 
dote Ap <Ath a iie ; a>thsist and a polytheUt. i But 
the rdigloiir^nf ' Mnssalmian la diametrkrfly 
difl^milt fsomidiis^ T*iBor«M4issalinan«Hlgtaiiia 
not a^p«Hni»*iaffds,itAlt a apaoldtoiidobk om Me^ 
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a specializrd^tcitude of lllind^ Hnd a general code 
of Laws and regulations. Islam does not confine 
Itself to spiritual tenets, moral doctrines, or 
ceremonies of life, marriage and deaths but 
governs the Muslim society and evbry sphere of 
human life, individually and collectively. Islam 
is the motive spring of all our activities in every 
department of life and Quran is the funda^ 
mental code not only of theology but also of 
civil, commercial, judicial, criminal and penal 
jurisprudence. Not only this, it lays down the 
broad principles upon which the government 
of a country is to be based, and blam is a state- 
concept o^.ltsielL The rules and laws laid down 
to the Qm»n are to be enforced through state 
spudiofity, odierwise this body of regulations 
would be reduced to the status of academic 
theories. Islam comprises in itself the state and 
Ac chuidi, asid but for culing power it would 
Jbc a- hollow £6rae« a myadcal te&gion, a collec- 
Idon^of worn out dogmaa and effeae , supecsci- 
eiona. Polikidais a part of Mam anddiA tcUgton 
of a . Mussahnan ia his polidca^ i jTlilSlis:>tlsliat 
Pandit Jawiritor, LaL Heiirts cantemptnDinly mils 
^Medtosvdbsni/* and.it tomitotly jthtonpiliit and 
IdcnL.eHbiak/tM^Mliasah^ t affor4^<^ 
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that hi« 80-caUed ** Modeinisni,” baaed at it ia 
on national egoiim« is only another form of 
barbariMn. It It a dhect outcome of an over* 
developed induitrlaUsmi through which men 
pacify their prindtive instincta. 

The systematic collection of statutes and 
the body of laws so acranQed in lalam is 
Almighty’s guidance and the enforcing power is 
“ Hakumat'i llahya ” — the kingdom of Almighty 
God* Thus when a people has been gifted with 
the statute*book, they must have the state power 
to put it into practical use, or in other words, 
they ought to ^ the agents of Almighty to rule 
the land* To these people, Islam gives the name 
of Muslims and their miaslon in life is to carry 
out His orders, spread the message and gospels- 
of Quran, and bring (P^cace and order to the ail- 
ing hujmanity.^fiuc the membership of this 
oii^nTmdon la not restricted by' the barriers of 
clais„ mco imd geography* All those who come 
under the banner of Isinm end aubjtvate them- 
selvostto the wUl of Alm^bty, form ^ cosmo- 
politan sofliftiri nsllfd tbolH<^be]j^no4nf blam* 
The- Outers, speaks- tror foUoweii as ope 
wUhoutM.sny.dbdnftiif^ and, colour^ 

TbTOrp(w,(js8teuftem4il¥»»^ thet<»|mn»nj^^ 

of wbbh.dpMcoisri^^^ thoeole baeii^of oatbor 



hood, have no recogtiition Iti Mam. The 
renowned historian Hane»Pook in hn history of 
India observes: **The caste system had accus- 
tomed Indians to immovable barriers between 
classes and though Muslim kings had no claim of 
pedigree and not much distinction of ceremonial 
purity, they formed in a way a caste, the caste of 
Islam, a fellowship of equal brotherhood unsur- 
passed in coherence and strength in all the world. 
The great power of Mam as a missionary 
influence in India has been due to the benefits 
of this class. The moment an Indian accepts 
Islam, he enters a brotherhood which admits no 
distinctions of class in the sight of Ood and 
every advancement in ofiice and rank and 
marriage is open to him.*’ 

Here is contained an exact dassificatioi) of 
the two iMtions-— Hindus and Muslims, and also 
the reply to Mr, Osndhfa query: ’^Wlll the 
two nations become one If whole of India 
accepted Islam? Wifi bengalls^ Oriyas, An- 
dharas, Tamilians, Gujaratif etc« (kasetohaae their 
special tharaCtertstics if atl of ^em tsieeofiie con- 
verts to Mam?^ It h g' pit^ tihat' v^^tmanel 
OandhijPg intdiigence ihM! MCUkien ^aiihbt lOe 
the fact as it k, aMte 
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slkbuld that lilaidl&fiiigs in 
tionary ideas, which oT^gaKadrw 
characteristics of ditf crent tH^ies^ho a ^p t 
Islam as their creed and region. Islam l»ings^ 
a complete metamorphosis In^'tKe outlook to* 
wards life, character, social behaviour, politiest 
thoughts and sense of value and proportion of 
every convert to Islam. Even today if an 
Indian Mussalman goes in a Hindu mohallah of 
his own native town, he feels himself a stranger, 
but the same Mussalman feels quite at home in 
the far*away Muslim countries of Asia.^ This is 
the reason why Hindus and Dravidians of 
Madras, Hindus of Bengal, Madras, and Bombay 
may or may not be able to form one nation, butl 
the Mussalmans of every part of Indte, asid as vi 
matter of fact of the whole world regard 'them* 
selves as members of the same nation.. Isltnn 
has an tntemational outlook on Ufe, and a p^^ 
feet lystsm deviaable for an international bc^yi 
The idea of equality of mankind was mfueed 
and demonstrated by Mussalmans in evc«?y age 
and every aralk of 'lifq. Islamic spirit practicallf 
Tevoha^agBisist abe inhuman thoii^c 6f radai 
superiorkyi anrd wherevert in the IdsiMyiof the 
woxU shrae nerainv d mf iiaouei fore hvtemk 
rionaMaai^ lit wasiidtsb fO’dwiIndtfbcviiraiid of 
tkoaght^apfwgd by lilafffitHieackft«gs.<> 
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dttt the iotsinatioaal and ullivetsd cbomctev ^ 
Uam has been loac through a process of locall^ 
ration in the past centutits, and tonlay these 
ideas are more Indian, Turkish or Egyptian chan 
purely Islamic* There may be a little truth in 
this statement, but then is it not the dinty of 
every Mussahnan, in the words of Allama Iqbal r 
** to tear off from Islam the hard crust which 
has iitimobtlized an essentially dynamic outlook 
on life, acid to rediscover the original verities of 
freedom, equality, and solidarity with a view to 
rebufld out moral, social and political ideals out 
of their original simplicity and univeraality ? ” 

From the above diacuaaion another factor 
is prominendy conspicuous, viz*, Mussalmans can 
have no cornprornisei but only a treaty with non^ 
Muslims. The yecy idea of forming a composite 
organization with nion-Mustlms ia aUen to the 
Mamie, teachings and philoaophy. Munalmasis 
can emCef into coalidons with non-Miialimbodlea, 
but dicy 'Can never merge theiz entity with non^ 
Muslims and must keep .their icidependent 
national character intaoc. So afaetaAiJk(fell|ioiis 
bar forvMBsUms to entevinto a ipoUtleal oicgapii' 
zatloii jforaaed of ail tho hcanageoeona^Ieiibocs 

auch asiHioilul^ Muslims, Sikha!eac.Kl wMadear 
Muciotious oi ahif 



at those Mussalmans who believe ki the immut- 
eUe wotds of God and still persist to temetofng 
the members of the Indian National Cong^ss* 
Thus, Islam and Hinduism are poldi apart 
from each other and the ubity of these two 
nations in a single national organization il 
nothing short of fiction. Perhaps it was this 
feeling that Islam is a complete philosophy of 
life, a social and moral polity, a state concept 
governing every sphere of individual and ootlec- 
dve life ; and also that Hinduism is a rigid and 
insular social system which actuated Qaid^e^Azam 
to his presidential addeess at Lahore to 1940, 
say; 

They are not religions in die strict sense 
of the word, but are in fact different and distinct 
social orders, and it is a dream that Hindus and 
Muslims can ever evolve a common nationality. 
Tbit misconception of one Indian nadcm hga 
gone far beyond the limits and ia the cause of 
moft pf oAir ttpubles, and will laad India tp 
desfxnoti^n if we fail to rpvipe nur nocinna in 
time. T^ic Hindus and bekmg an rina 

peUsIPMa philoaophica, jochd cuttomtg 
an44idtufO« They have difeionttpio^M iifc mi i i 
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** To yoke together two such natione under 
a ikigle state, one as a numerical tninocity, and 
the ocher as a maforicy# must lead to growing 
discontent and final destruction of any fabric, 
that may be so built up for the government of 
such a state.*’ 

Aft^r a discussion of the religious, cultural, 
historicalt and other matters, upon which the 
nationality of a people is based, let us take the 
most powerful factor which determines and 
distinguishes one people as a separate nation 
from the jest of the peoples and that is the 
national consciousness — the will to assert them* 
selves as a separate and distinct nation. Mr. 
Gandhi, while dealing with this problem, 
remarked, "mere assertion is no proof." I 
corroborate his remark, with a slight modification 
as thus : mere assertion of an individual^ how* 
ever highly placed he may be, is no proof. But 
#hett a people hundred million strong feel, say, 
and assbrt‘that they are a seplatate n&tlon,’1t (s 
hi itself^ a soffidetit proof that tfa^ 
scparaoe turtioti. Ac the present stage bf Indlati 
pcriicios, it lit ‘Oot <otily o folly but k ^ W 

fiacr iiaignkiKle»;iiot eo face the iiaalitici tind itOe 
emditlamptievMag\iniadik. Tlia M«osattkt*fi8 
are, by every definitioiiiBid 
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one can think oL m eepvate and distinct natioiir 
and they can never form e homogennoua. natio- 
nality with the Hindus, however loudly the 
Mahatma may proclaim or assert such a thing. 

In this connection, let me once again cite 
Renan — the French philosopher, who answered 
the questioh, “ what is a Nation ? ’* as thus : 

Man is enslaved neither by his race, nor by his 
religion, nor by the course of rivers, nor by the 
direction of mountain ranges. A great aggrega- 
tion of men, sane of mind and warm of heart, 
creates a moral consciousness which is called a 
nation.” 

The eternal truth contained in the above 
quotation can only be challenged by a Gandhian 
mind. An ordinary human being would obvi- 
ously say, well if the Muslims say that they are 
a separate nation, let them be, why should the 
Hindus and Mr, Gandhi be so affectionate to- 
wards such obdurate people about whom he 
himself said : ” Mussalman as a rule is a bully... 
the thirteen hundred years of Imperialist expan- 
sion has made Mussalmans fighters as a body ; 
they are therefore aggressive.” Why insist to 
keep these aggressive people in one-nation fold. 
But this is a deep and sinister game and it will 



not be out of pboe eo ence bate hour ibe 
Mualims ngaioed their moral or rMrienat <on> 
edouHWii. 



MUSLIM NATIONAL RENAISSANCE 


After the first war of Indian liberation 
1S57| the relations of English and Mussalmans 
were naturally very strained. Mussalmansi who 
till recently had been the ruling power were 
now reduced from that lofty position to that of 
suspected subject people. The Hindus, on the 
other hand, had been quick to join hands with 
the British and were the pets of fh£ new con* 
quetors, as compared with the Mussalmans, 
whom they regarded as pest. Everywhere the 
Hindus enjoyed English patronage and that 
almost In every case at the expense of the Mus* 
lims. Dislodged from the position of a ruler^ 
they were too proud and sensitive to reconcile 
themaetves easily with the English, whom they 
regaided as nsurpers. Hindus on the other hand 
gained JBnglish confidence, and thus advanced 
in every sphere of Indian life. Hindus co* 
operated with the Britidi in edacatlofi, com* 
menh, wdtninlBtration of the OovemattnC etCii 
apart from humolitifig and inettliig^ th^m agatnit 
ti^Mndiiwadiiinttnlty. ^ 





The slavery of 1 ,000 years or more had 
taught the Hindus these tactics. This state of 
degradation of the Muslim community as a 
whole, continued till the end of the nineteenth 
century, when the clarion call of Syed Ahmed 
Khan made a halt against this flood of destruC' 
tion and isolation. He warned the Mussalmans 
■against the policy of isolation from the moving 
currents of the world forces. He tried to 
remove suspicions, both from the British and 
Muslim minds. That great and far-sighted 
benefactor of the Mussalmans of India, had the 
vision to see the grave consequences that were 
resulting dhd much graver results that were 
likely to follow if Mussalmans continued their 
policy of isolating themselvei educatiotially and 
politicaliy. Also he had the courage to say* 
what he felt, openly and fearlessly, and he did 
his duty. After that period began the * re* 
naissaoce ’ of Muslim India, but the MttSsaAmatii 
had been so much handicapped in the teoe 
with the Hindus that the gap between liieill 
has not beenflted up. 

During this perioid»ithe foundationiiJoC jtbo 
Iidianr National Congreas ^had been laid .down 

^ Ati%h jpatroaaga .and till 1906 dt; ba4 
grown sufficiently strong. . )The MusaeliiMiiy hdl 
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also joined this oi:gani8ation in sufficient numbers, 
although both Hindus and Muslims had always/ 
At the back of their minds, the feeling of being 
separate entities, it naturally could tK>t be diS' 
played in the political field, since masses h|^ 
absolutely no voice in running the Government. 
But in 1906 the air was thick that the Indians 
were to be associated with the machinery of the 
Government. For the first time in the history 
India, democracy was to be introduced in a 
limited form and restricted sphere. Mussalmans, 
oeing not only in minority, but also backward 
in education^^ commerce and other spheres of 
iife had their suspicions aroused. A deputation 
of the leading Mussalmans of India, waited upon 
:he then Viceroy Lord Minto, and asked for 
leparate electorates for the Mussalmans. The 
demand was supported by such historical fticts 
and cogent reasons that Lord Minto had to 
concede the legitimacy of the demand. The 
Hindes opposed this move on the part of the 
Mussalmans, hut MintO'Motley teforms intro^ 
duced ' in 1909 accepted the tight of separate 
eketotmet for the Mussalmans. 

Af that 4ittie was formed the AlMhdlk 
Maiihn Lemmii * ilnese mre- among tho leatly 
asnodfesiidioiis of^miitual distaiat and so^ileion 
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amongst the Hindus and ^iislinis. The Validity 
and reasonableness of the demand was recog- 
nized even by the fair-minded Hindus, and the^ 
great Hindu leader Mr. G. K. Gokhale said in 
1907, " CoirfrOnted by an overwhelming Hindu 
majority, Muslims are naturally afraid that 
release from the British yoke might in their 
case mean enslavement to Hindus. Were the 
Hindus similarly situated as are the Muslims in 
regard to numbers, and other things would they 
not have entertained similar misgivings? We 
would undoubtedly have felt the same fears and 
adopted the identical policy which the Muslims 
aie adopting today.** 

But it was only in such rare cases tha^* 
Hindu leadership would see the justice of the 
demand, otherwise almost all of them cried 
hoarse against it, what they described as a con- 
cession from British bureauciiacy to Muslim 
communaliets. As the Hindus, .due to Inkial 
advantages, advanced rinore and more, the Mua* 
lims and Hindus drifted farther away fmaneadi 
other. Several attempiSs were mhde ^^wteerthe 
two great nations, but no common ground could 
be found. Neifher^ejhe Congmsi, npirthp Mus- 
lim ‘League* hadiatshat^^time adopesdJcanitiioM 
indemndencB m thtik eseed arid ftnfc 
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only asked for an effective share in the jervices 
and administration of the c^ntry. Mussalmaiis 
keeping their separa^ entity had at all tiinqs 
extended their hand of friendship to the Hindus, 
but every time it was refused. Hindus wanted 
complete merger of the Mussalmans, which they 
were not prepared to do. The trade mark 
Nationalist^* suited Hindu designs, because by 
this label they could deceive the whole world, 
keep the Muslims, scheduled castes and other 
minorities away from the right track and oppress, 
suppress and tyrannise over them under the 
nationalist garb. But the Muslims stood the 
racket and proclaimed that they meant to have 
an honourable place under the Indian sun. 

LUCKNOW PACT 

The Congress ultimately had to yield to 
the truth. The Muslim League and the Con* 
grass with a boldness, which reflected the 
character of the then leaders of both the 
otganisador^, eomprotnised their differences and 
Ljucknow pact was consummated in 1916. Thil 
pact^^as bafmd upon, the essential assumption by 
bqi^ partiea that Hindus and Muslims were 
This meant that two separate 
inlitiea lyw an agreement, pthcj:- 

wise thfitf iimipnfeni^4n having thc^pact. 



It was the second time, the first being in 
1909, that in modern India the Muslims and 
’Hindus were ofiidally acknowledged as two 
separate nations. 

The Lucknow pact was a great force which 
compelled the speedy introduction of Montague^ 
Chelmsford reforms in 1919 and both Hindus 
and Muslims worked together under this pact. 
Also the Congress unequivocally recognized the 
principle of separate electorates by this pact. 
^But, alas, the pact was short-lived. Hindus — let 
me be blunt enough to say that it is their narrow - 
mindedness and stupidity — ever took it as the 
greatest, blunder on their partjand ever since 
have been trying to wriggle out of this noble 
understanding. Now, the Congress leadership 
passed into Mr. Candhfs hands and let it be 
said to the Congress’s shame, that they manifestly 
went against every clause of the Lucknow pact. 
Mr. Gandhi, introduced spiritualism into Indian 
politics and dreamed that ** Hinduism will bOraC 
forth upon the world with a hriUiatice pietkaps 
unknown before.^’ The way bi do(ng[ it^ 6f 
course, is his own. Sln^e then Congitts Wkh 
Its supreme leader Mr. OandhlfcOn d ^tt ife d tfl 
its energies on ann^i^tkig 
distinct ^stenic^'’ ' Of ‘ 
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teparate nation. Thia was the beginnings of tfce 
ond, the end of united India. 

A nyhow, the L uckno w paa had given a new 
life to the Congress, and by the alliance of the 
Mussalmans, Congress gained such an inunense 
power and prestige, as was never known in its 
history. On the other hand the Muslim League 
became a mere appendix of that powerful body. 
But, now the Congress had diverted its energies 
towards another direction — the clear reniincis' 
tion of Lucknow pact, i.e., the swallowing up of 
Muslim nation into Hindu fold ; the formation 
•of one Indian nation, thus camouflaging the real 
object of Hindu Imperialist Raj. 

KHILAFAT MOVEMENT AND AFTER 

The war in Europe had come to an end. 
Turkey the centre of Muslim Caliphate was be- 
ing humiliated and disintegrated by the Allied 
PowerSf and quite naturally the Muslim sentl- 
i^nts were at the highest pitch. They agitated 
against the gross injustice towards the Muslim 
worid. Mr. Gandhi saw the chance, as would 
neser tecur for the coming so many years. Here 
.■was the time to merge them into larger whole of 
thfl ,);|i^^dua. Also the diplomatic game of 
n^ng friozi^, with th^ rul,em and keeping Mupr 
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and the British at war ptth wai fadtog cmt. 
The English no longer tyrannized the Indton Mus- 
lim nation, merely for vengeance’s sake and to 
please the Hindus. This was the right time to 
revive the old game. Mr. Gandhi was intelli- 
gent enough to see the futility of the struggle, 
but very shrewdly he played upon the Muslim 
sentiments. He himself let the cat out of the 
bag, when he explained his joining and leading 
the Khilafat movement. Thus he said: “No 
one who does not believe in cow protection can 
possibly be a Hindu. Every fibre of my being 
is Hindu. It will now be understood why I con- 
sider myself a Sanatani Hindu. I yield to no 
one in my regard for the cow. Hindus will be 
judged not by their tilaks, not by their cxirrect 
chanting of mantras, not by their pilgrimages, 
not by their most punctilious observance of 
caste rules, but by their ability to protect the 
GOW« The way to protect it is to die lor k. 
1 have made the Khilafat cause my own, becauie 
1 aee that through its protection, full protectum 
cam be.secured for the cow. 1 hayp always mid 
that «ny politics are subservient, to mt reUgiom 
1 allbuld discard them to-day» if they hinder 

That Is Ih^ ttue dysctipfion Jbif Oikidblah 
The MuisaliUans wei^ i^sdd as 
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tbeir own 'ulferlor And sinister ends of seeing the 
Hindutva fdgfung supreme in this land and 
enslaving the test of the peoples of India under 
Brahman-Benia oUgaichy. Hinduism and Islam 
are two antagonistic philosophies of life and 
Mr. Gandhi’s aim is to see the triumph 
of Hinduism and downfall of Islam. Mr. 
Gandhi’s politics is directed towards this end ; 
his politics being subservient to his religion. 
Who can under these circumstances doubt that 
Congress aims at the establishment of Ram Raj 
in this sub'continent, under the nationalist garb I 
Muslims do not grudge Mr. Gandhi’s attachment 
towards Hindu religion* but let Mr. Gandhi be 
frank and open in his professions* and if not 
generous** be only fair and just towards others. 
Our only plea is do not deceive yourself and the 
test of the world. Dishonesty never pays ih 
life. 

Coftelated with the KhHafat agitation is- 
the Hijfat movement. This was a display of 
unique sdf-sacHfice by a people who thought 
they aotiki not live true to their faith in tfiie 
utl4ihifliic evniosphere of India. Mussaltnani 
aoM their houses, bnds* chattels* ptopctty and 
mltiijiied mtvigda Afghwdsian, quite Mind 
lihlligqtltiliiti ^tfhe ^aihite of ihe mOvetneUt 
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-was evident to every intelligent man, but Mr. 
Gandhi wanted to see the Muslim nation weak- 
ened and humiliated. He had acquired a hold 
over the masses and encouraged the Muslims by 
aaying that they had their brethren in foreign 
•countries to whom they could look for help, as 
against the Hindus who had to confine them- 
aelves to the boundaries of India. Incidentally, 
here, Mahatma Gandhi acknowledged the 
international character of Islam and admitted 
that Hindus and Muslims formed two separate 
nations — the two nations poles apart, having 
different affiliations and each having a distinct 
destiny of its own. 

The Khilafat and Hijrat moveiAents had 
left the Mussalmims broken and shattered. They 
had lost the self-oonfideiKC they had and nothing 
ibut despair loomed before their eyes. Now 
they were a disorganised herd of people having 
lib objective before them. Muslim League had 
teceded into background; Congrem* evtp its 
■staunchest Muslim Mipporters left one by onq» 
dismayed and disheartened by Its apiNlUng mith 
MusUm . pokey ; inaxeoW dale lud^ dtpienion 
^jPurng Swerag ” gtvc fthiein no Ine^dpn^ 
Mnsasilfpgns faeipg dkg)ei!#ed iei petty 
parties where gnd )there ..Ind (that inamil 
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tiumbets, the large maiority bdag indifletc&it or 
hopeless about their national future, Congress 
exploited the advantage to the full. But now 
even they admit that it was a shortsighted 
policy on their part. It was in 1928 that the 
Congress accepted the Nehru report, which was 
denounced by all the politically ^minded Muslims. 
That meant the deathknell of the Muslim 
national aspirations. It rejected outright even 
the very modest demands of the Muslims con- 
tained in the 14 points of Mr. ]innah. They 
were drafted at that time keeping in view the 
political possibilities and national awakenii^g of 
the Mussalmans. These points contained : 

(0 A sort of loose federatioh for whole ^f 
India, with a uniform measure of autoOOBay ^to 
the provinces; (h) safeguards for 
the minority oroWnce s. e.g.. weighiage by ceserijw 
Hem d se ats in the leg^ htu ees; incliihjoti pf 
hJiudims In the ministry ; bar on Jegtalatofe 
passing any law exclusively affecting the mh»ority 
without its consent etc. ; (ili) elef:{0' 

tas^s; fi»v) majority rights foi Muslim s iA AfaiS- 
fam wwijbr ity proytoccs; (v) aeparaUpn,^,r5fpd 
frbik ^mbiy I^csidenoy and Introdu^giQi^ ff 
plo^Andal autonomy in Skid, North*' Wf§t 

PiwtUwipand Baliiobislaii{>aiid«(yi) pfpipadfn 





of Moslirn culture, personal law and Uzdu 
language. 

Strange was the mentality of the Congress 
that they displayed their political bankruptcy by 
condemning these so very modest demands of 
the Mussalmans. I was amused by an interest- 
ing conversation that I happened to hear 5 year« 
back. An ultra-nationalist Muslim who seemed 
to have very superfluous knowledge of politics 
and a great Congressite were lamenting at the 
deplorable state of affairs in the Punjab and 
Sind. The Muslim nationalist hit at a solution ; 
why not turn these Muslim majority provinces 
into Muslim minority provinces by adjusting the 
boundaries, because they could never become 
nationalist-minded ? The great Congress leader 
being inflated, burst fxxth, and told the ignorant 
nationalist Muslim the wisdom of Oainlbiati 
junta almost 20 years bade. ** This was the very 
spirit behind the Nehni seport, but, das, it OHlld 
not gain the end,*’ said Congressite. Su<pH 
were* the Hindu designs which antagpnlied.the 
Mufsatmans still moee* . if ,the Mussahnens bed 
any illusions in the matter they were dismjisef} 
at theHound Table* Confmehoe* Mr* Oani^’s 
dbitinaey was at ks peak^ He claimed, to 
tepfeseht srhotlo^of end onosed i the 
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Conimunal Award, and xicvet sgaetd ao 1& 
PkiaUf the British GomBrnmena had uraaforce- 
it, because they oodd not do anything otherwise. 
Later on the Congtesa also practically accepted 
at willy-nilly. 


IQBAL’S ROLE 

Now, the signs of utter disappointment of 
the Mussalmans from the Hindu Congress were 
quite obvious. But, even before this time, in 
l>cember 1930 at Allahabad, Allama Iqbal by 
his rare insight in the Islamic spirit and teachings 
told the Mussalmans the solution of their mise- 
ries and theU final destiny. While presiding at 
the Annual Session of the All-India Muslim 
League, he discussed the inapplicability of 
Western ^ype of democracy in India, and acMsed 
Ae Mus salmans to strive fot the formation of 
en independent state in the Nordfi-Westem and 
^rth^astern zones of InAa, where they wm 
M tis^if^. ^ ‘ 

In the words of Qaid^Azam, IqbA was 
Ooc meidy ^ preacher and/a {ihilosopheT. He 
seoed fbr courage and acdoo, peraeveranbe Md 
sHf^egUance, and above aU, faifeh^^ln ^Cod aiKi 
dtiotionlaoi Ishim. In his pencm wtre combined 
theridaalinn of the poet of the maul 
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who takes a practicat view of bfe. Faith in Co(t 
and unceasing and untiring action is the essence 
of his message. And in this he emerges trul7 
Islam. He had an unflinching faith in Islamic 
principles... 

"Althouihs great poet and philoso- 
pher, he was no less a practical politician. 

^Wtth hia Ann conviction and faith in 
the ideals of Islain he was of the few 
who originally thought over the feasibi- 
lity of carving out of India an Islamic 

C e in the north-west and north-east 
which ar e the historical home- 
lands of Muskm^** 

A Muslim first and a Muslim last, he inter^ 
preted the voice of Islam, that Muslims were to 
be the final arbiters of their own destiny. Thus 
Iqb^ was the father of the idea of independent. 
2 ^ ^vereign MusUm states in India. jPerhapi. 
the -time was not ripe, or the preliminary 
for such a seemingly revolutionary prograW||xi^ 
was not ready, that due attention was not paid 
to what digc gieaCest of his time, philosopher, 
diihker and guide visualized. Anyhow, rJqbai 
die nodon food for a new thought,! aost 
]lks reiil gteolmeis In politkai field lies in mqddik 
ihg the myth' of »<one > nation in 
hammered iniw) Mfishm . head, the 



gotten fundamental principle that bir accepting 
Islam, they joined a new and separate aocipty 
and formed a separate and distinct nation from 
rest of the peoples of India. He constantly 
propagated this fundamental truth, in spite cif 
the mad opposition of so-called nationalist 
Ulema* Let it be said to the shame and mis*' 
fortune of Muslim India that these nationalist 
theologians of Islam, by entering into the web 
of Indian nationality, were directly laying the 
axe at the roots of Muslim India. But this is a 
painful treacherous story, and let us proceed 
with the march of events in the Indian political 
life. 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ACT, 1935 

With the introduction of Ist part of the 
Government of India Act, 1935, a new era of 
political advancement was ushered in the Indian 
political life. .Cpngress being the most powerful 
and fully organised Hindu organisation captured 
majority of the seats in all the Hindu majority 
provinces but it singularly failed to capture 
appreetable, number of Muslim seats any wheps in 
IndiSi; In spite of the fact that the Mussulmans 
laclmd *tiy really organized political party. 

had also realized the full 
the ' Government of India Aef> 
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1955. Those sdfless end passionate among^tbem 
lec^ested Mr. Jinnah, who was then in Enghnd^ 
to lead the Indian Mussalmans at this fateful 
moment. No other saviour except }itinah could 
save the nation. The rudderless ship of Muslim 
nation was tossing helplessly, when Mr. }innah 
responded to the kindred call and assumed the 
captainship of the Muslim League. He gathered 
together the scattered forces of Muslim India, 
but in most of the cases, he found disappoint* 
ment or utter selfishness. In his own words, 
Mussalmans were then living in no man's land. 
They were either flunkeys of the British, or 
camp-followers of the Congress,,. Still, in the 
elections, the Muslim League gained almost all 
the seats in minority provinces, although it 
comparatively failed in Muslim majority provin- 
ces. After the elections, Qaid-e-Azam sincerely 
extended his hand of friendship to the Congress. 
The Congress was arrogant, proud and wreekkss 
with the intoxication it gained at pdlls \ the 
sincere hand of comradeship was apurAed; The 
Congress said that ttkre could fe 'no^ eeillMon 
with a separate Muslim eSitlty, elthetilftll the 
Congress in sack, cloth and ashes,' tit ' yUu lliW 
no place under the Indiiin stm.* Tills 
tbs Muslim India, but they recoupediilidaltfaler 
Stud stronger from W 
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grets accepted ministries in the ^pfovinces, the 
Hindus were obsessed with the’ nev<rty acquired 
power. Very unwisely and hasttfy they sought 
to avenge themselves of their : l;000 years of 
slavery. It is an of^-repeated tale, whiish opened 
the Muslim eyes, how in their troubled state of 
affairs and taking advantage of Congress power, 
the Hindus exploited the Muslims politically, 
socially, economically, educationally, religiously 
and in every way they could. In the Congress 
provinces, the tri-colour flag was hoisted every- 
where, as the national flag, Congress anthem 
sung as the national anthem and Urdu language 
supplanted by Hindi. Muslim children along 
with the Hindus were required to bow before 
the Gandhi-Murti,” and recite *'Bande-' 
Matram.*’ To destroy Islamic culture and 
Islamic background from the minds of young- 
sters the notorious ** Vidya Mandir ** scheme was 
introduced. Apart from this, no less physical 
tyrannies were perpetrated upon the Muslims, 
to humiliate them and destroy their morale. 
But I would not go into details, the Biswa 
murder case judgment, and the PIrpur report 
atand as iMng witnesses to all diesc inhuman 
atrodttSji . The tyrannies and injustices reacb^ 
slic^ an Extent that the Mussalmans demanded 
a ObfUinisdon to investigate into these 



allipgatlons, and when the Congress ministries 
resigned, the hfuttalraans throughout India cele* 
brated the “ Deliverance Day *’ at the call of 
the Muslim League^ The Congress did not stop 
at this; it meant to annihilate thetotal national 
existence of the Mussalmans and matters had 
come to a head« when the stentorian voice of 
the then Rashtarpati of the Congress rose that 
in India there were only two parties — ^the British 
and the Congress — the Mussalmans were to be 
seen nowhere in the picture. The picture was 
alarming and surroundings disappointing, still 
the architect of the nation, the blessed leader 
Mr. Mohammad All Jinnah worked ceaselessly ; 
he strove as hard as the degree of the danger 
was. The sincerity of his purpose and the 
purity of hia cause made the Muslims through- 
out India gather under his banner, for one and 
only one purpose — to save themselves from 
total extinction in this sMb-oontioent, where once 
their foiefathers had ruled justhr and equimb ly^ 
Perhaps the Almighty God wilM it ao^jukSTche 
Mussalmans who until recently st(>od shattered 
and bewildered were solidly behind the MOflini 
League* Muslim League gave them a jS% a 
epmmon j)latfp?ro ai^l g unified View 
This WM a .ndJffqkp 
sud^nly but 


led the Mustalcnens by acages. The first etege 
was whecf he told thewotld bluntly that We|bsm 
type of democracy was unsuited to IndRa. It 

never work ; that such a system was alien 
to Indian requirements. Then he made the 
Muslims self-conscious that they were a nation, 
^a nation of lOO millions with one soul and 
one destiny, and it was a colossal misrepresenta- 
tion of facts to dub them as a mere minority. 
It was the turning point in the history of political 
events in India. Upon this most vital point 
rested the future destiny of 100 million souls. 
Qaid-e-Azam has proved it to the hilt. Also 
Qaid-e-Azam exploded the myth of the geo-, 
graphical unity of India and said that India was 
not one coun ty, but a sub-continent inhabited 
by many nationalities, the major among them 
being Hindus and Muslims. . 

FINAL STAGE 

Thus the stage was set for finally lifting 
the curtain and It was in 1940, that the national . 
will was expressed by the passing of Pakistan 
Resolution. Mussalmans are a separate nation 
having their homeland in North-Western and 
Eastern i^onja,! cf jindia ^nd they must rule these 
areas That was the end of the 



Hividu Congress asplxatton of Ram Raj apd 
Hindu imperialist domination over the Muslims. 

Pakistan cannot be the creation of a single 
mind, it is the expression of a nation’s will, 
determination and volition, but it required a 
leader of Jinnah’s calibre, to bring this wonderful 
change in the outlook of Muslim India. Out 
of dust he raised us and gave us honour and 
prestige. The utter despondency, which had 
gripped the hearts of Mussalmana, was replaced 
by courage, solidarity of opinion, a union of 
mind and thought, belief in ultimate victory and 
glory of truth and righteousness. Qaid^e^Azam 
himself, in Pakistan Day message of 1944, thanked 
Almighty at the amazing progress which the 
Mussalmans had made ; and observed thus : 

** The progress that the Mussalmans as 
a nation have made during these three 
years is a remarkable fact. Never before 
in the history of the world has a nation 
rallied round a common platform and a 
common ideal in such a shon time as the 
Muslims have done In this 'vast sul> 
continent. Never before has a nation, 
miscalled a minority, asserted itself sa 
quickly and unified so suddenly. Never 
Wofe has the solidarity of millions of 
population been estsbllshied lind demon* 
strated^n so limtrnd a time and undeffoch 



peculiar cuioumNi^ficaf as are ^rayala^t 
in India. Three years ago, Pakistan Vaa a 
resolution. Today it is an article of 
faith, a matter of life and death with 
Muslim India. 

" It is not mere sentiment or propa- 
ganda that has helped us in establishing 
our national solidarity. It is really the 
justice of our cause, the fairness of our 
demand, and our birthright to self-deter- 
mination, by which today we are proud 
to stand, and for which we are prepared 
to die.” 

Finally let me clear one point. Although 
it was Congress’s short-sighted policy, its suppres- 
sion and oppression of the Muslims which played 
a great part in the Mnshm national awakening, 
just as every oppressed people tries desperately 
to free itself from the yoke of a tyrant, it was 
not the sole cause for Muslim demand of Pakis- 
tan and separate living. It was the natural 
outcome of their separate nationhood and dis- 
tinct philosophy of life ; Hindu Congress 
tyrannies only gave a fillip t# this move. Look- 
ing through this angle we are thankful to the 
Congress and our Hindu neighbours that they 
brought home the truth to us in rather short 
time. Let alone this thing, if not any other 
cause, make .the Muslims forgive the Hindu 



•trocides, and let the Hindos itop their insidioua 
deaigns, to ifhat in future we may live as good 
neighbours. 



APPROACH TO THE PROBLEM 

In India there are essentially three powers 
and it is an irony of fate that each one of them 
is at war with the other two. First in this 
category comes the British, which is undoubted^ 
the best organized and the strongest party in the 
field. The ruling power gives them tremendous 
xesoutccB and prestige. Next comes the Con- 
gress, which for all Intents and purposes is a 
Hindu body. In spite of all its pretences and 
camouflaging, It stands for Hindu Nadonal inde- 
pendence. And now we take the Muslims, 
whose ^ly authortratlve and representative 
OTganis^tionis the Ali-India Muslim League. In 
Muslim League and League Muslim 

India finds the expi«s8ion of T its true sentiments 
and determination. This imposes a sacred duty 
;VPpn thy Muslim League to make the Mussal- 
fuaps of Indiaas great a .nation as they .yferg >n 
// But tyben the MusUasf declare tluft 
tkey: work fqr Pak}Sth»V make eveiy 

{SacMil^C Pakis^u> apdl the last, dtf?P ^ 

iy<^. fo*. P4wt«>V •• 
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but for the whole sub-continent of India. 
Unless the British Government in India is 
eliminated, the achievement of Pakistan is an 
impossibility, and therefore more we fight for 
Pakistan the more we are fighting for the free- 
dom of whole of India. The fight for Pakistan 
can never be sparated from the Hindustan’s fight 
for freedom. Hence it is the Muslim League, 
which is truly championing the cause of India’s 
liberty and independence. Let us proceed to 
examine the approach which the British Gov-> 
ernment< and Congress versus Muslim League 
have made for solving the constitutional pro- 
blems of India in the recent past. 

BRITAII^’S DUBIOUS POLICY 

The position of the British Government is 
diabolicaliy dubious in this direction. At once 
they assure the Muslims chat no feiew constitu- 
tion for India can be enforced against their 
consent, and at the aame time they iing the 
aong^ of golden feign of Akbar and ptopound 
new thOotias about the geographical unity* i9f 
India. The present Viceroy Lo^ WsnreH 
faithfully copi<^' his predecessor Lord liMlithgc^ 
In this direction. ' British am too ^ISVef 
pl^le to rda}ite''that g^o^^bicSt uiiity>ojF Indib 
U 0^ a fi^tftm. Or at best a mirage ind thet^ati 



hold their sway over India only as long as they 
could befool the Hindu ioiperialist minds by 
this process. They know that the Indian peoples 
can oifly be united by dividing India into two 
parts ; one Hindustan and the other Pakistan^ 
and hence they back the Congress and Mahs' 
sabha, which are opposite sides of the same coin, 
in their campaign of vilifying the Muslim League, 
thus avoiding the so-called surgical operation. 
The English people are too shrewd in this respect 
and have succeeded in putting the Hindus on 
the wrong track. They know that there is no 
such thing as an Indian nation and a united 
India will be a cockpit of feuds and can never be 
a free and united country at the same time. In 
the previous chapter I gave extracts from the 
reports of the Joint Parliamentary Committee on 
the Indian Constitutional Reforms and Simon 
Commission, but it was as back as 1858 that 
that far-siuhted statesman John Bright spoke of 
the folly of uniting India into one country and 
Indians into one fration. 


how long does Eiwland propose 
to yamwfn Ipdis ? Does any man wkh 
sjlf^l|cst gUipn^rin^ of cppicnonsens^ 
^believe* that fo great a co^i^try with its 
nations and twenty^ 
be •botitrd* up tUd' 
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cdoiolidtced into one compnct ind 
ceduring Empife?'* add John BrigKt. 

The same view that^ Hindus acid Muslims 
'.are the protagonists of two separate ideojogies of 
life and hence as separate and, distinct ng^ions as 
different nations in the continent of Eurqjpei was 
admitted by Mr. Amery. the then Secretary of 
State for India, during the course of a speech in 
the Parliament in which he said as follows^— 

“ The Toremost among these elements 
stands the great Mnaiim community of 
ninety million strong and consticuting a 
majority both in North^'Western and 
North-Eastern India, but scattered as a 
minority over the subcontinent. In 
rdigknis and social outlook, In histdric 
tr^ttion and culture, the difference 
between them and their Hindu feUow- 
isountrymen goes as. If not deeper than, ^ 
any siiiiilar differences in Eur^e." 

But the true description and ekact simile 
of the Hindu-Muslim probldni has very fedently 
been given by Sir Henry Lawrence, Acting 
Oovertior of Bombay in and ati honest 
critic of Indian Conidtuttoiidl iAdss, ^having 
first hand knowledge df the wluble.^^ation. 
The position of Hltiduf sind. Moslims in a united 
Indian Oovernmient la cp^af^i!^, Henry 
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with wouM'happftn if thett w«i a MtAm 

with a populatiaii <ff 100 aalflioiis and 
Mtain with SOniilliocit?*^ 

I ' 

*'On the general principle of majtdrkiF ^fitle 
the ]apanesa would have full control of the joiiit 
Government. It would he idle for a Bricoil 
to claim to be the better man ; counting of heads 
woolfd make him an underdog. This is the case 
of the Muslim League of 100 miliiion against the 
Hindu preponderance of 200 fiulHon/* writes 
Sir Henry. 

Perhaps thia is the truest comnieot. with 
the existing state of relationship between the 
two major nations in India. 

It was^ this truth of the fundamentals 
which led the British Government to make the 
Auguat 1940 declacation, by which the British 
Goveruntent atanda faithfutty till now. The 
MotUfiW had a veiy bitter experience of thf 
•|!g»e»acfiiatil ^policy of the Covcrnmeoit tciwardi 
theCHIndii CoBgfwa and iiiftturatty ahay did not 
wdnc ko'Jbe awmp^lcdincoro pew icoiriiiiiicmi 
hr aiwtber f*iGeiitteniefi’« aireeintfmc '’Mbeiweeii 
the Snihskepd the Hipdue- ,By/tbift4a#^tiow^ 

the BrliiAtrrawwred jtheift^notitiet:llMtit# iipaW 
^ell^ tin •Iniba iggtifNil 



thdr con8efit«)8ft4 will*. jWltb (he expoptio^iof 
this declamiobb^dieidegfee of whote fatness i# 
as great as the vociferoV:iBr viltf'ying of the Hindw 
leaders and press against it — the British had all 
along followed tho appeasement poliq^ towards 
the Congress and that too at the cost of the 
Miisttms. Any Move that comes from them 
throws overboard the fundament^ basis, upon 
which the constitution of India should be framed. 
Recognizing the basic truth that it is not one 
people, but many peoples that inhabit this vast 
sub-continent, they totally ignore this funda- 
mental point, while presenting any new consti- 
tutlon and repeat the parrotdike cry of united 
India t6 ga|n theh own selfish ends, and to 
please the Hindu Congress caucus* 

THE CRIPPS PROPOSALS 

The most important move in this dhection 
was the Cripps offer of 1942, about which the 
British Government does not fed tired of tapeat- 
ing ad'fumseum that this offer is etiU open^gid 
may be formed the basis for a new Indloi Con;^ 
stituckm. The HindiivOazigrms top leedctAip 
is also sofrf arlts^Kieetioit and would^^^tatp the 
first oppokQiilty:Cb nedtpc’it* In apisaisdjf/ill ihe 
Sadid^^i^mMlefWr'ahls enow waa.ii^^ the 
imitiortis wduKiiefits ilOiBriciah hUtoiy imid te 
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cfpri aim was to woo the Congt^sa/’^But the 
Congress could not acdapt the post-dated che<)ue 
of a seemingly crashing bank and htnce, let it 
be said to the good fortune of Mussalmans, the 
offer was rejected both by the ^duslim League 
and the Congress. Of course both had diffe* 
rent reasons to offer. What did the Crtpps pro- 
posals contemplate? The Cripps proposal by 
its very first clause accepted the Congress 
demand of calling a constituent Assembly to 
frame the future constitution of IndiSi imme- 
diately upon the cessation of the hostilities. The 
manner to elect this constitution-making body 
was described as follows : 

Immedtacely upon the result being 
known of the provincial elections, which 
will be necessary at the end of hostilities, 
the entire membership of the Lower 
Houses of PtovincUl legislatures shall, as 
a single electoral college, proceed m the 
election of the contdtucioii-making body 
by the system of proportional reptetenta- 
tion. This new body shall be in number 
about l/!0th of the number of electoral 
collet. Indian states shall be invited 
to appoint representatives in the same 
proportion to their total population as in 
the case of the representatives of British 
Ihdtt is a whole and with the same 
' ipo#etiilBricldilitdiihtiieiiibefs/’ ' 
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In this dfftft decbrstion, there was an fya- 
wash for the . Mussalmana, and nothing more 
chan an eye*waib> when it gave the right to any 
province of Bricnh India that was not prepared 
to accept the new constitution to retain its pre* 
sent constitutional position, provision being, 
made for its subsequent accession if it so desifcd* 
With such non-acceding provinces* should tber 
so desire, His Majescy*s Government was prc-^ 
pared to agree upon a new constitution, giving 
thetti the same full sutus as the Indian Union, 
and arrived at by a pcocechtre analogous to that 
of Indian Union. 

To determine whether a province did or 
did not desire to accede, Sir Stafford Cripps 
explained that where the Provincial Legislature 
had decided by a majority of 60 per cent, it 
would not be rrecessary to have the plebiscite. 
If 60 per cent of the l^islature did not vote in 
favour of the aocesston, then the minority would 
have the right so osU for a plebiacite. The 
plebiscite 'Itsblf would be decided by a bate 
majority. 

Let us, proceed^ to analyse the scheme. 

Tlie di^t dedf i^fipn is l^ysed /on the 
wrong princIpW frpm M view 
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and if the British stick to their own pronounce- 
mentSf from the English view'point as well. It 
is based upon the conception of a unit^ Indio 
and one Indian nation. The British position is- 
very dubious, and clearly smacks of faithlessness’ 
towards their own declared observations. If 
they believe in a united India and one Indian 
nation, honour demands- that they should 
honestly stand by it and its logical implications* 
Why then this tall talk about secession and 
possibility of dividing India into two states? 
There arc no rational bases for giving the right to 
any province, as they exist now, to stay out of 
the proposed Indian Union. The idea of separa- 
tion of territorial units as such is really mislead- 
ing. Eirstly, the Indian provinces are not 
territorial units, as it is used in the constitutional 
sense of the term. For such a territorial uQit» 
a specified tract of land, with a homogeneous, 
peopb having the same culture, civilization and 
language is necessary. It must have existed 
independently of the other units as such and 
muse have the will to forge a common pditical 
and heooomtc charter of its qwik Indian pro^ 
vincefv> Oh the other hand, arc mere adminis* 
tracivfe.^uirits ofiitKe Government of India and 
theh^ bodndavles w«re marked from time to rime 
to Afdt etoi British Cpvernment’s convenience, 
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•economic ftod cultural needs and historic tradi- 
tions of the people inhabiting those portions of 
the earth. Again, the right of self-determination 
necessarily belongs to a national group and it is 
illogical to talk of a plebiscite of the whole 
population. Muslims demand the right of self' 
determination and separation as a distinct nation 
having majority in North-Eastern and North- 
Western zones of India, and hence it must be 
left to their discretion whether they want to 
stay in the Indian union, or go out of it. The 
demand comes from them and they alone can 
be the deciding factor. 


So if India is to be treated as a single unit 
and Indian peoples as a single nation, then it is 
not only unreasonable but dishonest to speak 
of the secession of any province and the plebis- 
cite of whole of its population. But if India is 
not a single country and a sub-continent inha- 
bited by many nations, then you will have to 
devise some other machinery to solve its oonati- 
tudonal problems and bring freedom to aU its 
peoples. Sir Stafford Cripps on behalf of thr 
British Government himself admitted Als basie 
truth in his broadcast speech when he sild. 
**ln the general sub-continent of India, chert 
are more tbao One people. Thete^lHaef peo- 



fdctiMi nmtt there are in the great sulxMi 
tfnent of Rureia/’ 

If fkAs view is to be accepted, then the 
CrippI acheme is baalcally faulty and intrinsically 
wrong* Anything that has sUf^ry founda- 
tiont can never atand and is bound to topple 
down* For a Oonatituent Asstobly, as has 
already been discussed the presence of g homo- 
geneous people with a common outlook and 
destiny, in a tingle country, are the moat eaiential 
pierequiaitet, and it has been proved beyond a 
shadow of doubt that none of these so vital 
fretors which form the soul of a constituaht 
Aaaembly exitts in India. So, it is illogical and 
unscientific to call a constituent Assembly, 
whose foundations exist nowhere. It is no use 
assuring the people that once you may jointly 
get into one room, and if you do not agree, the 
door will be open for your getting out. It is an 
unnatural method and a reversed process. Why 
not proceed on rational lines and correct basis. 
The only proper way is to put the two nations 
in separate rooms. After separate deliberations, 
if they so cbooae, they may then assemble in 
one room, or devise some other machinery for 
mutual 'co'ntultatlons. There is absolutely no 
justificadpn fipt conveiiing a constiti^tion-inaking 
body on the }>asis of a United India and one 
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to the fundamentals which guide, pGilifiy^of 
the Al^Indjisi Muslim League^ / Thfa tBritish 
Qovernmeot, if they ate xealiy vf 

efforts to bring Indians fteedofn the earliest 
ppssible date» should proceed op, catiooW lines 
b^y convenifig two Constiurent Assemhlias« one 
fpr Muslim India, and ebe .other fat tiiodiA 
India. 

But, even if these fundamentab are not 
brought icyto discussioni and Ime look at the 
practical asptet of the pedposdU the pardtiofi 
scheme envisaged is the mose datigetous one for 
the Musseimans. Let anm it up in Qiddra 
Aeam’s pn^n words : > 


**The Gilpps while teMtectiphi> 
ipg two, or moee domifiiopBr acoepted 
the ermciple which wogld give tbr t^ht^ 
to dominant or 

provinces, which are $ind, Mpchistan, 
thS N.W.Ft’., the Punfab, and 

As»am, to agree or not tb 'Agree *to any 
Union ConstiitrUbn Which the Hindu 
mi^ceity may frame. But the prodeduce 
auggestedm the Grim prqpaa^ was the ^ 


m *w*w m 

were tp bs forepA into j; 


matcingh^y of Ali'Iiidia, whu:li was to 
tje^^hpf ib fremit Obnsttlti> 
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Bod 


Kiy Co coi 


imaitc ot M per ceik of 


the^ pret^^ Prd^iaiif^l llegulacures 
«K!tMdii^‘eD thfe Cbmmtitkl AWkrd, piftr^ 
CiOifaBi^ ^ Behgd an d tAit Pun|i fe whjiA 

tlia ^akTuniM^ Fakkcatw^^ 

iia F®. 

Amre.^ ald^pugh ao^rding to popu; 
BnonThey are in majority. In tfiich a 
conaticution'making body we would be 
completely awan^d, as the Muslim 
representation would be about 20 per 
cent* and if the Indian Princes sent ir> 
their representations (moat of which ^e 
Hindu States), then our proportion of 
even 20 per cent would be considerably 
reduced/* 


**The question whether the Muslims 
should remain separate from the Hindu 
tnalorlty provinces or not, ' must be left 
to rthfiir' deeemiinatton as the dematid 
coaaas feom chemt and they are, hr 
every de^mtion and every notion that 
one can think of, a distinct an,d separate 
nation' living fn this sub-continent/* 

'Thoce^is inothier I>i5int why thcf MusHiks 
siuMild inioc<&e aiktki to agree to any itith cpdM- 
tMtioiKiiialclDg ' body e?eti krith the 
that they can get out of it if thet’ao dbih^. 

ot etta^fcih from 
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They Want to carve a state by stnfply adjusting 
the boundaries of existing provinces in such a 
manner as would bring them about one^fourth 
of British India. The case of the Muslim League 
is not dependent upcNi Hindu will or demands 
and they do not want to make it a secondary 
issue by agreeing to an artificial united India 
body. 

WAVELL SCHEME 

The next step, which the British Govern- 
ment took after a lapse of three years, for 
resolving the deadlock was for an interim period. 
Lord Wavell from his first London trip brought 
a scheme the success of which almost all patriotic 
Indians wished from their hearts. It is really a 
sad tale and a part of the old Hindu game that 
the blame for the failure of the scheme which 
was redly wrecked by Hindu Congress and the 
British bureaucracy, should be laid at the doors 
of the Muslim League. As usual, the Hindu 
nationalist press was up with a tirade against 
Mr. Jinnah and they also roped in some of the 
British papers and so-called Radicab of England 
in their game of casting . vitupesmions and 
recrimination. 

The Waven proposah c mWcm tfte d ifhe 
conqiletd ihdiinlaatlon of thcf^Vletd^ Ekecd 
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tive Council with the exception of th^, 
and the Commander-in-chief. Por the fir^t^t^ 
in Indian history the British Covernment showed 
its willingness to transfer the po^olios ^ 
Finance, External Affairs and Home affairs inp 
the hends of Indians, who were to be chipm 
froin the representative parties of various com* 
munides. The scheme laid down parity between 
the Muslims and Caste Hindus, i.e., Hindiis 
other than the scheduled castes, in the Execu- 
tive Coutvcil. The powers and functions of the 
proposed Executive Council were defined Iw 
the 6eGretary of State while presenting the 
White Paper in the Parliament as follows : 

‘‘There !■ nothing in the proposals, if' , 
accepted, that will debar members Of the 
Council ^from deding with the whole 
prahlem of feconstruccion entirely , as 
they please. It will be for them to decide 
the indvstrial, agricuUutal and health 
policies and so on. 

‘Mt wlU be in their power, so far as 
British India ts concerned, to decide who 
is ii6 it p resent Her as MtnbtJers ih foreign 
icaplisli,^ and In which cqiitsia indls 
wiskcasaheitpretented, Thepropofrii* 
ff accepted, 5 tmpoic no real tetter or 
dfkfdc upon India'a freedom to puim 
‘te Swh iiojiirie. both at home sn4 hi. 
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The ^heme nia4^ a allow ot tfie 

Sttrain^a alticerity lertid geitbte of 
towards Itidfati tx^oples, yet it was so manoeuvred 
Vhat one does not feel suipfised at Its urtimate 
fililute. ^hat is the baclcground ? " tjnli^c't^ 
ii^ragress, the K^uslip League froo^ the y^ry 

f beeihning of the war, realised the exterq^ and 
irnU dangerif to the saf^y of fndia and 
pted a very realistic attltode towacdl 1^* Tbe 
League at all tunes eif tended co^ 

^fatioD on honouiablei yu0 fiod r^aamable 
flayis, foT the effective proseciHion-of tb^ war, 
but the British Govatiitaiefit tut every oocaslc^ 
refused tp take the true represent^itives of the 
people into Us confidence. While implementing 
their declaration of August^ 1940» tihe British 
Covernmcht twisted the details Iti such a 
mannetthkt no i^lf^respectidg Shc|d reapbnsible 
organisation could be exjiected to join the 
Viceroy’s Executive Councii, and the League 
could hot do otherr^is^. ^Slnce ^usllm 

League had rf^peajiiedly 1^9 ppdtlon clear 

that thtfy Waie psepiived to cdropemte«^<with the 
Oovermntifn tindei^ the^^fnimeitotlr t>f the 
presen'It OdBMtOtlon, 

«utho^^Wrf*ij,df to 

thetn: The League did not laapf^l| 4 ,y.|^ubt in 
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^ Oiiiid (Oft tiof that ahy chaiigA in iBi 
^aentCo^Witntlbinwhkh in t^iMy^jllMdS; 
ti^icelr,' 6r ^iiMiiidgei ihe 4ssu% ‘nf 

thtir Wtehed will tibc be acb^ikable t6 
them, will be 'ift the b^criiyiil and^ satnficb 
df 100 ^Htion Mu^lmans. iThe League latt the 
time did iu>t want to t^e Undue adV^nta^^ 
di the fidtain^ precarious situation an^ did not 
WaAt‘ to embarass the British people ^t that time. 
Thtt is why ’ unlike the Congress^ qui| 
Itidik dettiahd theV did not insist upon Pakisj- 
^an, ehen and there, but merely asked that It 
diOUid be left an open issue to be decided aft^ 
dieivkr. So, thr6b|^houc the League st^od has 
btefen i!bat the Le^^ codfld dOnaider %e propo- 
Uls^ for }oming any ^ot^kdnd Iqterin) tSoverD^ 
meht, if the BritiA ^oVernpient^^ 
d^t^hdrition go&ranteeing Ae righ^ t>f ^ seff-detefo 
cninatipn to the Mussalmans, and if the Muslims 
so decide, to establish Pakistan in consonance 
#fth Ihe basiO prkieiples Hid do^h W thh Lahore 
df Ae AHdnfdia ^ ^ 

\ • Th^ Modd cOindldOh fOt iOihitig Wf ^ 
^tiaiblial ddtMgeMeKt iKras^at^heheagUd^tt^lSi 
^ dii df seats fO tte ptmua 

R«jUttati"GOtfrtcU, add thistfiairti df «W lieagtffe 
the findawehtid^^tr"Jth» 
li««iSH^s^ tif ' % 
hd3 



ai^; hence th^y qpidd inv^ the Pov^ 
ment ;l)iecauf^,jQf the ex^f^cjea necesaitief 
creatt^ by the war* only oq parity basia,^ AUo» 
aU waT'Clme cabinets are ha^ed npoi^ parity, baalai 
and hence the League claim was cent per ee^iiL 
jusrified. The demands 4^ the League were 
embodied in a re^lution passed at Delhi, in 
Marche 1943, when the League once agate 
reiterated that , they were always prepared tp 
ncgiotiate with any party or consider any schepay, 
for the provisional Central Qoverpment on the 
basis of equality of representation^ provided the 
British Oovernment guaranteed ^ rifi^t of aelf^ 
determinaripn tp the Musaalmana and ur^ertook 
to abide , by the verdict , of Mussalmat^ to give 
effect to the i^akibtan scheme, having regard to 
the principles laid down in the Lahore resolutioo 
of 1940i po'pqiarly known as Pakistan lUsoIu* 
tion. 


Tbp ^avejl pnH^osab did ^ concede any 
of the demands of the Mnilim LeagMp. 

The Bri^ rOovernm^ jnev^P;.paade puch a 
deeWarip^ .sjnd Spctatacy pf emhr 

PCgatiyo asausances lebep. jhe ;A^ **At the 

jppeinre. it Mfmirppadbia^ppian 
pr jpipyteipnid r U moa^ he withwt^^pmr 

iettlemeiitu 

f“VWr fffi CT!9TflF"T ^ WrfftTT ,^TTffll?WT?Pr* 



The ideal ;|o, which^ we have ajwafl . ,|oo)ki|| 
forward is of an Alhindia U^io^ In 
the 3i;|tea would play their full pare. ..At the* 
same time we have also recognised that the 
possibility of an agreement between Hindu# anJ 
Muslims on any ^orm of Indian Unity may W 
unattainable. Any interim advance^ therefore, 
must in no way prejudice the question wheither 
the ultimate settlement is based on a united or 
divided India.” 

Obviously the Mussalmans could not rdy- 
on such a negative aasurance when it was deariw 
visible that the rest &f the cards were also being; 
pleyed against them, one by one. Next, the 
Waved propoai^ laid down parity bdNreen the 
MuallsM and Ca#te Hindus. But there were to* 
be representacHea of Sikhs. Scheduled Gasteiy. 
and possibly of some other minority as weff;. 
berides the ComiAendeF«in*chief, andiheVkerdy^ 
htmsdfi So in the Executive Council MbsUn# 
quota would sciU have been one-chtrd, and chtr 
in thi’posidon of o minority of ono»third. Mow., 
the god^cif ' Sikh and Scheduled Csote coiaiimM* 
Ciea4s dw wiaie as that of the Hindu CongteW.. 
vix, wn AlUndte UnUavy Oovemment^ The 
oiflyldptevaWDei^of scheduM castes hr thm* of 
•odilroytshMy oeonomic oppiesaiooi while 



th^ Sikhs cuIturafFy and cfthniMly M very 
«lo$dy tinned with the Hindiis^. l^he dohgress 
could safely rely on their Oti fmport' 

ant fna^cers against the Kftt§f2m bloc. Ahb, 
Lord WiBvell — the expOntftit' of ^eogfi(^ital 
unity of India— and the thert feoetetat^ of State 
/Mr. Am^ry made no secret bf thcit strong 
/inclination towards the go^ a United India. 
Thus the ’Congress would hare^rfen in thefnost 
powerful position of a majority of ta^o« third lahd 
the Mussalmans in the status of a helpless 
^minority. The scope and poweiii of the pro* 
posed Executive Council were sufficiently wide. 
As, 'like other modern Govemmeots, they muet 
Eave chalked and worked upon loc^ raoflie 
eooial .asul economic policies* which could easily 
he manoeiMfrecl tgainst ch« Mu$tiiYii and 
cheiisbed goal of Pakiftati. To safeguard againac 
diis eventttaiityi there should have behfi ai^oyiao 
lhat auV pr<^PQsal or sehemei which all the Musf 
Him Ldague members may o{^;>d6e» should not ke 
ipfdceeded witk Even diia demand# whkh orgs 
fboth thecdasary and reaeonable, the /Vickrov 
/Defused to grant. It mky be dggued dmt the 
'Viceroy's vgto was there < to check any ^ such 
happenkigir but it Doquirei endiharf. pmctical 
oommonsenie to ubdeflitahd tbatlgfWcHdd^tW 
thd / Viemtar 4n a very awkkaad imd ifSvidkMis 



^oiitlbn, If he >^ere ^to veto every 'tfff 
and on. And, We ha^ experience 'df 

British policy in this'dirediidh. Ldt it be<fteaf!y 
tttkletstood that Lord Wnt^ woUld have he^h 
dfie last person to displease the Hindu majority, 
and this Hindu-British coihhmatidit' Was ^motigh 
to thwart the Muslim aspiration^. 

Lastly, at the top of all this, the Muslinj 
League was told that it was not entitled to 
nominate all the members for the five scat^ 
which were allotted to them communitywiSe. 
This was the last straw 6n t^e camel’s bact. 
And there were two cfaitiiants ; one was the 
Congress and the Other Was Punjab PrcmVer 
Malik Rhizar Hayat — ah expelled tne^her of 
All'India Muslim L^tl^ue', who claimed a seat 
a Punjabi Mu^iit^, be nominated by hitn. 
This pfcisftfon the^ Ki^Ihn League could not 
except ^feikher 6n facts or btt ^tlncfiples, because 
this fianklng rtfbvfe went ti the very ^ robts W ilie 
Mddiill Leagilie fegtirdiO^ As character, s^srttis ahd 
teffiffc^edtadve iapiicity. Tbday it !s hot only 
aU<Hcif^,'^bb^ ihier stUjjlSlfy, ^ 09 the par| of 
Ihdse chaHeti^e the popular "character of the 
te^sue as the only ^thgtlta- 
ApreWi^tanvfe orgahtMftbn of the 
olF *linaiaV l^uslim flcaguc^is' tfic 
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^mpion of a great and noble cause, behfoul 
which there are at leMt 90% of the Mussalmatub 
and hence the responsibility for the look o^t of 
Mussalxnans is theirs, for which they are 
answerable to the nation. The hollowness of the 
Congress claim to be representative of all the 
Indian peoples, ii^Iuding Mussalmans, is evident 
on its face. Even Mahatma Gandhi admits that 
Congressite Mussalmans are hated and despised 
by the Muslim nation. As a general rule in 
every national struggle, you will come across 
three types of pepple, i.e., fighters, lake warms 
and traitors. Muslim League is a body of 
fighters in the Muslim national struggle, and it 
includes the majority of the Millat. There are 
others, who wish the success of the cause but 
due to some reason or the other have not the 
guts to take up a bold stand, and they comprise 
the middle group. And also, to the shame and 
disgrace of the nation, there are a handful of its 
own men, who play in the enemy hands, and 
fight against their own nation* In every county 
and it| every nation, you come across such men, 
^hom the obnos^iou^ name of traitors it given, 
and in the Muslim national struggle there is at 
the head of that, body jthe present Hashtarpaci 
of the Congrew,' Maulana Abul Kalaip AsadH* 
an exact pro^pe of Lord' Haw Haw#. T^tae 



cannot be cent per cent unanimity In this world, 
and you can always pick up quislings and 
Lavals from any of its parts^ It is an unwanted 
modesty to call these so-called nationalist Mus- 
lims as misguided patriots ; I stick to the word 
traitor. 

The next claimant in the field Malik 
Khixar Hayat Khan, who was supported by 
Lord Wavell, till the final breakdown, is really a 
creation of Sir Bertrand James Clancy, the then 
Governor of Punjab. He and the rest of his 
class are the hand-maids of British bureaucracy 
in India, and dance to its tune. He was propped 
up, for the purpose of a subtle move to create 
disruption amongst the Mussalmans of the 
Punjab. He is the Premier of a province where 
the Act of 1935 has made absolutely no change, 
where it is the I.C.S. that rules and the police 
•rill reigns supreme. It was really very clever 
on his part to speak on behalf of those who 
were so much oppressed and illiterate that they 
could not at the moment raise any voice against 
rills false representation. The eight years of 
Unionist regime left the poor peasants com^ 
pletely ignorant, illiterate, and besides sowing, 
ploughing, and reaping they w&e totally in the 
dark of what was going on in the world. 
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The Pwjab Miualim League has infused a 
new life in them al^d. they have completely 
thrown off the ahacklea of ahamelcaa police 
and bureaucracy, as demonstrated by the dee* 
lion results. The hollowness of the claim of 
dummy Premier Sir Khizar Hayat stands exposed* 
as out of 8d Muslim seats the Muslim League 
block consists of 79 members. The Muslim 
Punjab's verdict in favour of Pakistan and M^Sk 
hm League is crystal clear, and the Unioni^ 
rout is complete. Unionists have not been 
discredited amongst the Punjabi Muslims alone 
but the Hindu and Sikh masses as well have cast 
away this dead weight from their backs. Could 
there be a greater proof of their political orphan* 
age? 

Besides thjs,elie nomincses of the Congress;, 
League and other organisations would have been 
answerable to their respective organisations, knit 
to whom the nominee of Malik Khizar Hayat 
would have been rtipoastble 7 Perhaps to, ahe 
Punjab Preznier himself, who in his turii was 
responsible to Sir Herbert Glancy, the headidf 
the British inireaucraq; in Punjab ; or to 
Punjab ministry, which is really a standing 
disgrace lb the iair name of demdecacy. Could 
not the Vioatof be hcimst and id^ 
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^bng ^hat beside^ himself andt 
the ^mmandcX'inrChief, he meant to have 
another .GoyernmenC nominatad member / 
of the Muslim quota in the Executive CouncU I 

Thus it was the British bureaucracy which 
itself torpedoed the Wavell proposals in unison 
with the Congress. Still the^ would expect 
the^ League to walk into this spider’s parlour. 
Had the Muslim League accepted this position,, 
it would have betrayed the Muslim nation, and 
all that it stands for. 

Here ends the fateful story of Simla Con- 
ference and now let us take up the Congress- 
game. 


C. R. FORMULA 

As 1 have already pdinted out, the Can^ 
gress polky has always been whimsical and 
vacillating. ' They have ahvays toed the British 
line iS far as the Muslims are concerned. After 
the njection of Ctipps offer, the Congers Work* 
ing Gommktee passed a retolution, in which 
afaer strong adufocacy of a united Indifu they 
gr«i^ngly. infdiiided, that the "Congress aouU 
Qpethiok (n>|erims of compelling a eerritorial 
unit against its declared will to remain in the 
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Union.** Of course eveh this was ndlltfied, 
later on, by Jagat Narain*s resolution 6f the 
A.I.C.C., and the Congress junta, as usual, 
uncetiAingly carried on their campaign against 
the League and Pakistan. But the Cripps pro- 
posals had shown them the way, and they kept 
in mind the idea of right of self-determination 
to the territorial units. Mr. C. Rajagopalacharia 
was its strongest advocate, and a few months 
after the release of Mr. Gandhi, we suddenly 
witnessed the blitz of Gandhi-Rajaji formula, 
which according to them granted all what the 
Pakistan Resolution demanded. Perhaps, there 
could not be a grosser travesty of truth than 
this, as the analysis of the formula or offer, 
whatever name you may give it, in the light of 
Gandhi-Jinnah correspondence reveals. Apart 
from the highly objectionable and suspicious 
manner in which the formula was presented and 
then released to the press by the author, its 
whole tenor goes to put the Muslim League in 
the position of petitionera and gives a dominant 
and privileged position to the Congress. Before 
taking the C. R. formula, it may be explained 
why Mr. Jinnah laid great stress on tht repre* 
sentative capacity of Mr. Oaindhf***a quesiioti 
brought so the fore by Mr. C. R. himself on 
behalf of Mr. Gandhi. 
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.Mahatma Gandhi hat many /aceti; first 
of aU his individual capacity; next he 'is not 
even a four-anna member of the Congress, yet 
he is its virtual dictator; he claims to be a 
Sanatani Hindu and still he cannot meet Mr« 
linnah as a Hindu leader ; then to crown fill, hk 
Mahatmaic capacity, under which he is to be the 
sole interpreter of what he says. On the other 
hand Mr. }innah could spesik only as President 
of the All-India Muslim League. An agreement 
could only be arrived at when both the parties 
are fully competent to negotiate and are clothed 
with representative capacity by their respective 
organisations. So, it is clear chat in this case, if 
an agreement had xetulted, all the Mussalmans 
of India would have been bound, while on the 
other side Congress would be uncommitted and 
Hindus could only consider the position and 
quite safely repudiate such an agreement. There 
ill a glaring incident of this kind when after the 
quthicak of War, Mr. Gandhi met Lord 
Linlithgow and the thought of possible destruc- 
tion of Westminster Abbey and the Houses of 
Parliament made him say “ what was the use of 
Ihdian freedom if England and trance were 
defeated?*’ and in a statement he declared his 
whole-hearted snd c^usiastic, support for the 
war effptf,^ bht' later bn the Congress Working 
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Committee decided to noQ'CCHopemte, and Mr. 
Gandhi himaelf wriggled out of the undertaking 
since he was in the minority of only one. Besides 
this, the following factors banged the door for 
any Congress^League settlement on the basis of 
Eakisten* 


1. Mr. Jagat Natain Lai’s resolution, 
which reads: — ''The A.I.C.C. is of thetS^inion 
that any proposal to disintegrate India, by giving 
liberty to any component state or terdlorial 
unit to secede from the Indian Union or Federa* 
tion will be highly detrimental to the best 
interests of the people of the different states 
apd the provinces and the country as a whole 
and the Congress cannot agree to any such pro- 
posal.” This resolution, which turned down 
C'B. resqlutiqn sisking the Congress to grant the 
right of aplf'determinacion so predfominandy 
Musi up ^rya^, cancels the pseviously referred 
Delhi rtt^lutioQ of the Congress Wadelcig 
Coipiniittee. 

2. The forced refigngtion of Mr<'CrRtfi* 

gopalachar^a frepp the^C^ngreys for his ao-cslkd 
advocacy ofr^ Pakistan 4fpiii>d, apd thei,«|rang 
condempa^Jqn, pf ,Pal^i^ lM«V 

GahdhL bandit jawabar I4I and. dip 



all Oonsrate leadm. Tlteir recm uceerinoet 
ai&d statements show that they have not chang^ 
tbek canton and^Kng to what they have already 
said. 


3. The 8th August 1942 resolution qf 
the Congress which laid down — 


a. immediate grant of complete inde^ 
pendence ; 

b. the transfer of British authority 'to 
a National Government, on the basis 
of a unitary, democratic Indian 
Oovemment ; 

c. that after the war, this national Cen* 

tral Government will evolve a 
scheme for a Constituent Assembly 
to be chosen by adult suffrage* and 
this Assembly will draft the Con- 
iititution for free India ; 

d. to enforce these demands, Congress 
aimed the pistbl of mass civil diS' 
obedience at the head of all those 
who may question , the wisdom of 
auch a move. 


All it basically oppp^ t9 tbe- iciqal 
and cte^ of the AH-India Muslim League. The 
hlwtaiM'COuhiioiQ a peovisiosial initetfm Gov> 
«<fti«MbSMdM the framework of pMwntCt>«- 



ttttution, but they would neVer tolerate the hoax 
of a national Government, which clearly means 
Hindu Raj. The subject of Constituent Asaem- 
blyi 1 have already* discussed in detail, and it is 
nothing short of absurdity to expect the Muslims 
to take part in a Constituent Assembly which 
is composed of an overwhelming majority of 
75% of the Hindus. Lastly, the •enforcement of 
such a demand by the civil disobedience move- 
ment meant the declaration of war as much 
against the Mussalmans as against the British. 
Still Mahatma Gandhi would say that August 
resolution is wholly innocuous and would cling 
fast to it. 

Also, it may be noted that Mr. Gandhi 
contacted Mr. Jinnah, only when all his efforts 
to by-pass the League, and secure an agreement 
with the British, over and gbove the head of the 
President of the Muslim Leafi^e had hopelessly 
failed. The Gandhi-Linlithgovf, and later on 
Gandhi' Waveli correspondence bear an irrefut- 
able testimony to this move, which was neither 
wise, nor morally good. And, now let me take 

up die main points in the C. R. formula;^ 

, . . ‘ 

„ The very first clsufe puu ‘the Ooefieai le 
a very .stable and superior posh ion oMdlMfcP Che 
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MuAm League to assent to the position of a 
mere appendix, thus denying the status of eqdi<» 
lity wt^ die Congress. First of all what is 
meant by tl^ constitution for a free Indial 
Where and which that constitution is ? Mn 
Gandhi answered that the constitution would be 
framed by the provisional Government contelm>« 
plated in the formula, or by an authority spedaliy 
set up by it after the withdrawal of the British 
power. The powers and scope of this provb 
sioinal interim Government^ as defined by Mr. 
Gandhi were as follows : — 

'*A provisional interim Government 
which will be responsible to the elected 
members of the present Assembly, or a 
newly elected one. It will have all the 
powers, less those of the Commander-in* 
chief during the war, and full powers 
thereafter. It will be the authority to 
give effect to the agreement that may be 
arrived' at between the Congress and the 
League.” 

was to this form of central unitary GoV^ 
ecmiitnt responsible to a Legislature having itlo^ 
thw ?5% Hindu members thrt the 
asktd tife League^ to co-dperate. that cteafiy 
mcabt the ostibUdiment of a HIihIu m^brtfy 
Rah'dti the jMafei a United India, to srlfteb 
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the Muslim League is deadly opposed. AnSU 
this is exactly ivfhat the Congress aimed at. It 
wodd have been a death*knell for the Mtissal' 
inauba to tnist .such a Federal Govemment machi' 
ndrV. Next, theze is an xxnwairanted instmia' 
tide that the League does not stand iot the 
indcfiendence of India, when the formula calls 
upon the League to endorse the Indian demand 
for independence. To the Mussalmans, the 
meaning of Independence has always been dear ; 
it means freedom from British imperialism and 
freedom from Hindu yoke. Muslim League has 
made it unequivocally clear that it stands for 
the freedom of both Hindu India and Muslim 
India. Of course the League could never en- 
dorse the demand mbodied in the August 
resolution of the Cdngress, based as it is on the 
conception of a united India. 

The next clause gives the cprtuous and 
crooked procedure for demarcating the.Muslim 
majority areas and a plebiscite to decide the issue 
of gypsrsd^n. The ^mmifsi^n mark the 

^ndariee: i# tq be ippointed jby thcTFedflnl 
Cepbisl jC3Qvenwent.itQ wblch; .^ bave ^rtgdir 
eefenedi^ The. principle miDn sidiieh ebe jsMM 
be jleipsircs^^ Uh ufanto 

digttiats yvlllMbcf demiut^tcd whiagd^Miis^ 
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are in a majority of over 70 per Cent, fcr VLt. 
Gandhi says that by absolute majority means; 
^‘a dear raajority over non- Muslim dements SfS 
in Sind, Baluchistan, or the Frontier PrOviAdt.^ 
Such a process, which in the word! of a Bri- 
tish journal, “would leave Pakistan like a moth- 
eaiten patdi-work quilt, without even the threads 
to hold its separate portions together", is in 
gross contradiction to the Pakistan resolution 
of the League. For what the League asks is 
not the demarcation of contiguous districts 
where Muslim population is in absolute majority, 
but the demarcation of geographically contiguous 
units into regions which should be so tcmsthuted, 
with such territorial readjustments as may be neces- 
sary, that the areas in which the Musfalmans are 
numericaHy in d majority may be grouped to con- 
stitute ah independent State. Thus" the ^usr 
lim League scheme envisages the territorial 
readjustments of the present provinces, and that 
too on the side of Paldstan as Bellas Hindustan.' 
According to well-known canons of Ihterria- 
tiotial Law, the limits and boundaries of a sfate 
site to be matked with due regard to the ^afety 
df the state, tultutal tics ^th the adjoining areas, ^ 
intercoutse' With outside world and its gfeo^k- 
phitfal p<!^itkln. You cartmot Min^y 
dowh the' limits without paying etiy heed' 



these fp essential factors, C R. formula seems 
to have been drafted after carefully assuring that 
as large a territory as possible may be excluded 
from the proposed Pakistan State, thus reducing 
it to the status of a state, which is poor, broken 
and dependent upon the mercy of the neigh* 
bourlng Hindustan. This scheme could hardly 
bring even l/8th of India to the Mussaimans. 
On the other hand, the Pakistan resolution 
would bring as large a portion of Muslim nation 
in the proposed state as possible, and if any re^ 
gard is to be paid to the population basis for 
division even then the Mussaimans are entitled 
to nearly l/4th of India. 

Next comes the question of separation to 
be decided. Even in these narrowed down, 
crippled, broken areas, pitted with islands of 
Hindustan not only on the border but deep in 
the Pakistan territory, it is not only the Mpssal- 
,mans who are to decide their fate in their own 
national homelands, but a promiscuous plebiscite 
of all the adult pppulaCion will be held to decide 
the i^sue of scpararion. Apd, it is the altea^ly 
mentioned enigmatical Nations! Coverntpcnf^ 
that would determine the forip of plebiscite and 
tbe franchise jupervise it, and tbec^ give effect 
t 9 i^ £ndi^s.. , All thif was to be done wbeo^ 
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this Government wts to be supreme authority' 
and completely Independent in external and 
internal affairs. Such a process is wholly opposed 
to the fundamental principles upon which the 
Lahore resolution is based. Mussalmans claim 
the right of self-determination, not as a terri- 
torial unit but as a separate nation, and hence 
they alone are competent to decide their destiny. 
Hindu opposition to the Pakistan scheme is> 
manifestly clear, and it is height of crookedness 
to weld two peoples having diametrically oppo- 
site views on the same subject. There is no 
mistake abdht it that they are divided into two 
opposite camps. It is impossible to differ on< 
two-nation theory and yet solve the problem of 
India’s freedom. I can do no better than give 
an extract from Mr. Jinnah’s letter to Mr. 
Gandhi on the subject. Here it follows : — 

** It seems to me that you are labouring 
. under sdme misconception of the real 
of the word * self-determina- 
bon. Apart from the inconsistencies 
and tbntradictlons of the varioin posi- 
tions that you have adopted to thfe course" 

■of out cotrespondenoc, as indieatedi 
above^ G*n you not ap^^reciate. our point ' 
jqif yjew th^t claim the right of self- 
^^fjoninttiopasa/natipnt and not as a 
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territorial unit, and that we ate entitled 
to exercise our inherent rishjc af fei tdlwlim 
t^acion, which is our birthright ? 

** Whereas you are laboudAg under the 
wrong idea that * self-detercniiKacion ’ means 
only that of a ' territorial unit ’ which by 
' the way is neither demarcated nor 
defined yet. and there is no union or 
federal constitution of India in being, 
functioning as a sovereign Central Gov* 
ernmene, ours is a case of division and 
carving out two kidepeitdent joveteign 
states by way of settlement batwe^ two^ , 
major nations, Hindus and Muslima, and 
not of severance or secession from any 
existing union, which is non-existent ih 
India. The right of self-determination 
which we claim postulates that We are a 
nation and as such it would be the self- 
determination t3f {the MusSebnany, and 
they alone are entitled to exercise that 
right.” 

Perhaps it tnay ht said that'the auditors of 
the C.'R. formula did hot undefst^tid tlds stand 
of. the teagjije and were thys li^ to say the 
C. R. fotmuls has sivers suhstjsr^S w4fQrm to 
the Lahore ;i!e8olutioci.iof/ithe.iieagucuL. Lrwish, I 
could bdteVeft so, impuain^ anf^ disho- 

nest motives to them, hut ciVehts'pttuVe ]ti8t the 
contrary, theV fully rOalitcd^the, stand 
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and Mr* 'C* R. even before the Gandhi^^Jinnah 
talks said that the League ^laitn for cohdning 
the plebiscite only to the Muslim population is 
wholly inadmissible. I personally feel that there 
is a great deal of truth in the revelations made 
in the defamation casci that Mr. Rajagopalacharia 
filed against Sunday Observer of Madras. There 
a witness, whom Mr. Rajgopalachari, did not 
cross-question deposed as follows 

“ Surprised at C. R.*b stresses on the 
Congress being implicitly followed, 1 
asked Kim, why he earned on propaganda 
in favour of Mr. Jtnnah’s demand for 
Pakistan, when the Congress turned it 
•down. He 'admonished my superfiaality 
and said » * Ydii read my [speeches op the 
subject more carefully and you will find 
that my scheme m didcrenit from Mr. 
Jiianah’s* Congress made a tactical mis- 
take in openly opposing Pakistan. While 
Mr. Jinnah wants the issue to be ulti- 
mately determined by the Muslims alone 
of the territo^ concerned. 1 Want to po- 
pnlerlie the Idea of self-determination by 
.aM the people of the ereasi both Musliqis 
and noti-Muslims. The non-Muaiuns in 
the P^unjab. Sind and 6ci>gal may be 
numerically smaller, but they are far too 
pbwetfuf and once they saw the prospect 
W^afciwhiflort ri'fl, they ^ii^ill com- 
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bine with the Congreas to foil the re£e« 
rendum. Qy opposing the Pakistan de- 
mand, the demand will grow stronger^ 
and Muisalmans of all shades rally to* 
gether under Mr. ]{ntiah*8 banner. That 
is where the Congress made the mistake, 
which 1 am trying to correct. Once we 
succeed in getting the cooperation of 
the other parties, particularly of the Mus- 
lim League, to secure a National Gov- 
ernment, and Congress is again in power, 
we shall know how to use the crisis to 
our advantage.** 

This inner working of C. R.’s mind dis* 
closes the true background of Candhi'Rajaji 
formula. No wonder, it. was designed to tor* 
pedo the Muslim demand of Pakistan. 

To remove if there was still any chance of 
Gandhi-Jinnah settlement, the C. R. formula, 
which was further elucidated by Mr. 0andhi*8 
own subsequent offer, stipulated that a joint or 
Central board would be sec up for the adminis* 
tration of foreign affairs, defence, internal com- 
munications, customs, commerce and the like, 
which, as Mr. Gandhi said, “must necessarily 
continue to be matters of common interest”. 
This g(Ms to destroy the very iclea and founda- 
tions of the Pakistan Ref olutiQci, which. envisages 
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completely independent states of Pakistan and 
Hindustan. With foreign affairs, defence, etc., 
which are the life-blood of a state, in the hands 
of a Central authority, you cannot call it inde- 
pendence, but only a dignified form of pro- 
vincial autonomy. Obviously these matters 
can only be discussed when the sovereign and 
independent . states of Pakistan and Hindustan 
are established. Of course, it is but natural 
that due to the play of international politics 
and physical contiguity of the two states, they 
would negotiate treaties for mutual help, com- 
munications and the rest of their kind. Mr. 
Gandhi himself fully realises this situation, for 
once he wrote in ‘‘Harijan** that ** Pakistan 
according to him in a nutshell is the demand for 
carving out of India a portion to be wholly 
treated as independent and sovereign state.” 


The question is that if Mr. Gandhi under- 
stood this position, why did he still insist that 
his formula virtually gave all what the League 
demanded and why all this botheration of 
Gandhi-]innah talks? If Mr. Gandhi was really 
earnest about Hindu- Muslim unity, he could 
instead of shi* lonSt disingenious, and crooked 
formula havf accepted the Pakistan Resolution 
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ictdf. Lee Mr» Oaadhi know chat if a ebing ia 
worch doing at ali, it ia worth doing well. 

Commenting on the failure of Gandhi- 
Jinnah talks Dr. B. R. Ambedkar said, that the 
failure was inevitable, because of the funda- 
mental faults in the C. R. formula. The rest 
of his statement also contains a great deal of 
truth in it, and should be an eye-opener to the 
arrogs^nt heads of the Congress High Command 
in devising their future policy. Dr. Ambedkar 
comments as fdllows on the C. R. formula — 

It invited Mr. }innah td enter into a 
deal. It was a baigain—^ i£ you help us 
in getting independence, we shall be glad 
to consider your proposal for Pakistan.* 

I do not know from where Mr. C. R. 
got the idea that this was' the m^eans of 
getting independence. It is possible that 
he borrowed it from the old Hindu kings 
of India, who built up alliances for pro- 
tecting their independent against foreign ' 
enemies by giving *thafr daughters to the 
neighbouring princes. 

" Mr. Rajagypalac^ia forgot thgt euc;h 
alliances brought, peither %aood huibatd, 
nor a permanent ally. To make cbm- 
munal detdemcint ' expending upon help 
relucted ki winning Trtedboi h sr ^ery 
umisise uttiydd' procwedHigIvi a ingeter Of- 
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this icind* ii: is a way of coerctng a parcy 
accept the political prosramme of 
anotlier party by treating communal 
sctriecnent as an arctde of sale 

** The second faul^ in the C. R for- 
mula Eelates to the machinery for giving 
ejSFact to an agreement that may be arrived 
at. The agency suggested in the C. R. 
formula is the provisional Government. 
In suggesting this Mr. B^ajagopalacharia 
obviously overlooked two difficulties. 
The first thing he overlooked is that once 
the provisional Government was estab- 
lishedt the promises of the contracting 
parties, to use legal phraseology did nor 
remam concurrent promises. 

T^he case became one of an executed 
promise against an executory promise. 
By consenting to the provisional Govern- 
ment the League would have estecuted 
its promise to help the Congress to 
independence. But the promise of the 
Congress Yo bfing about Pakistan would 
remain execotdry. Mr. Jitmah who m- 
stita, and quite rightly, that die promises 
shpuld he cdncurtent could never be 
eSc^ected to StgHfe to place himself In 
sikih a poSlfuSn. 

fcpond difficulty which Mr^ 
has Overlooked what 
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vvould happen if the provisional ’Corerxi' 
ment failed to give effect to the Umdu 
of the agreement. WhoT.te tO' 
enforce it? The proriaional Oovem** 
ment is to be a sovereign Government 
not* subject to any superior authority. 
If it was unwilling; to give effi^t to the 
.agreement, the only sanction open to ifhe 
Muslims would be rebellion. ' Fo malce 
the 'provisional Government, the aigency 
for forging a new constitution, for bring** 
ing about Pakistan* nobody will accept. 
It is a snare and not a solution. The 
tonly way for bringing about cohStitu** 
clonal changes will be through sin act of 
Parliament embodying provisions agreed 
upon by the important elements in the 
national life of British India. There is 
no other way. 

** There is a third faul^ybn the , C. It. 
formula. It relates to the proviaion for 
a treaty between, Pakiscaa and Hfaiduatan 
eo safeguacd wl^t are calJod ^matciers pf 
common imeaept, siKh u defence f^^e^p^ 
affairs, customs, . Here 
Kajagopalacharia dpm aolt ae^ to 
awese oi obvious difficulties. 
snatcers of common interast to bp ssfo*. 
guarded 7 1 see only two ways. One is 

to have a Cesitfut OovuftimiSnt 
wlth^eaecuffise SKid l ei tfsIgH s u 
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in respect of these matters. This means 
Pakistan and Hindustan will not be 
sovereign states. Will Mr. Jimiah agree 
to this ? Obviously he docs not. The 
other way is to make Pakistan and Hind- 
ustan sovereign states and to bind them 
by a treaty relating to matters of com- 
mon interest. But. what is there to 
ensure that the terms of the treaty will 
be observedl? As a sovereign state. Pakis- 
tan can always repudiate the treaty." 

AND AFTER THE RELEASE OF 
CONGRESS HIGH COMMAND 

Gandhi-Jinnah talks having failed, the 
saner section in the public life of India hoped 
that the Congress Working Committee mem* 
bers, once they are out of jail, would adopt a 
more realistic attitude towards Indian politics 
and take a bold 8|pd reasonable step for effecting 
a compromise ^h the Muslim League. Per- 
haps they thought that three years of calm and 
careful study of the Indian political situation, 
and the indisputable growing strength of the 
League, as evidenced by the by-elections held 
from time to time in different parts of the sub* 
continent, would make them realise, how united 
and determined the Mussalmans are in their 
national demand of Pakistan, and that they can 



no longer be coerced or by-passed. But, this- 
turned out to be a wishful thinking and all 
hopes in this direction were smashed, when on 
the eve of Wavell proposals the Congress 
Working Committee members were once again 
free to give unrestrained expression, to what was- 
in their minds. Neither the appalling misery of 
the masses, nor international situation, and least 
of all an early freedom of India, would make 
them feel the need of Congress-League settle- 
ment, and join hands with the Muslim League 
to bind the British hands. Even before the 
Simla Conference, the fallacious national charac- 
ter of the Congress was advertised and instead 
of Mr. Gandhi — the acknowledged leader of the 
Congress, the puppet President, who bears a 
Muslim name, was sent as the chief Congress 
delegate. The only lesson they got out of open 
rebellion movement was that they could not at 
the same time fight on two fronts — the Muslim 
front and the British front. They decided the 
policy of one at one time^ and decided to con* 
centrate their forces at the Muslim front for the 
time being. Before and during the Sitpla Con* 
ference, they humoured the Viceroy and assuring 
themselves that the Muslim League would never 
accept the snare of Wavell proposals, since it 
implied the betrayal of fundamentals and priiv 


130 



cipJes upon which the League stood» they throw- 
ing all their principles overboard offered to join 
the Executive Council if only the Muslim 
quislings could be installed in the gaddi by 
their side. On the eve of the Conference the 
Congress was busy playing petty Muslim organi- 
sations against the League and Maulana Azad 
invited almost every Mussalman who once in 
his life may have abused the Muslim League 
and Qaid-e-Azam, thus making a show of their 
names in the Hindu press. Could there be a 
greater mockery of decency than this? Such 
tactics only ridicule these nationalist Muslims* 
who know their real worth and status. Under 
the farcical leadership of Maulana Azad, the 
Congress rejected outright to concede the legiti- 
mate right of the Muslim League to nominate 
for all the Muslim seats. They strived, hoped 
and as afterwards out of despair said, that even 
Lord Wavell had promised that in the event of 
League staying out, the British Government 
would still implement the plan. They did not 
realise the impossibility and absurdity of the 
position, that even if Lord Wavell had wished 
so, he could not ignore th^ Muslim League and 
by-pass 100 million Mussalmans of India. What 
was the result ? British gave a direct slap at the 
Coti^tess fadb and also did not acknowledge the 
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League claim, when in the proposed list, of 
Executive Councillors, which Viceroy showed 
to Mr. Jinnah, he did not include a single 
Congressite Mussalman and instead put in the 
name of a Punjabi Unionist — the pet creature 
of British bureaucracy in India. Muslim League 
refused to accept this position, but the Congress 
silently swallowed this humiliating defeat and 
harped on its character of being representative 
of all the Indian people ! 

Thus the obstinacy of the Congress 
strengthened the hands of the British Imperia- 
lism, and made the failure of Simla Conference 
inevitable. Even this did not open the Congress 
eyes, and they intensified their base campaign of 
vilifying and misrepresenting the League. To 
cite only top three, Mr. Rajagopalacharia was 
exasperated at the failure of Congress machina- 
tions and said, ** the League veto should not 
have been allowed to wreck the Simla Confer- 
ence.*’ Acharya J. Kripllani, General Secretary 
of the Congress, repeated that shameless lie that 
Muslim League is the pet of the British 
Imperialism ; ” and Pahdit Jawahar Lai Nehru 
strongly pleaded for the abolition of separate 
electorates, called the Muslims ** an'alien element 
in the country,” and deseribed « the League- 



Congress struggle as a “ clash between mediaeva- 
lism and modernism.” 

The Congress junta repeated the oft- 
repeated sentence that the presence of the third 
party hinders the Hindu-Muslim settlement — 
the camouflage to cover the Hindu Congress 
ulterior designs. This shows the lack of 
character and want of confidence in their own 
ability to solve the Hindu-Muslim problem. 
It can be interpreted only in two ways. Either 
you consider the Mussalmans as opportunist and 
dishonest people» or you yourself are thoroughly 
fraudulent and cheat. 

At the top of all this the Congress has 
floated new schemes for disrupting and dis- 
integrating the Muslim unity. The black 
market money of the Congress patrons has been 
recklessly spent on black purposes of purchasing 
the black sheep from amongst the Mussalmans, 
in the recent elections and corrupting the Indian 
political life. Then tlie Congress threw all its 
principles to winds in the disgraceful drama 
of ministry making in the Muslim majority 
provinces *of Sind and Punjab. In Sind the 
Congress throat was actually cut in an unsuc^ 
cessful attempt to smite the Muslim League nose, 
while in the Punjab they accepted Sir Khizar 
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Hayat as their le^d^r about whose party only a 
day before the announcemeivt of the Coalition, 
Pandit Jawahar Lai had said, ** Unionist Party is 
the ally of British Imperialism ” and whom the 
Congress leaders always described as ''gang of 
murderers and exploiters in the Punjab”. It is 
indeed a thousand pities that the phenomenal 
cent, per cent, success of the Muslim League in 
the Central Assembly elections and unprece' 
dented success of the League candidates in the 
provincial elections has not proved sufficient to 
hammer into the Congress heads that the MuS' 
lim League is, unquestionably, the only authori' 
tative and representative organisation of the 
Mussalmans of India. 

AN APPEAL 

But, if these are the true reflections of the 
Congress mind, the British need not bother 
about their immediate future in India. Do not 
the Congress realise that by pursuing (his reck- 
less policy, they are really thwarting the aspira- 
tions of the peoples of India and blocking the 
way to liberty and ind^ndence? l.et them 
know that the flattery of the present Labour 
Government will land them nowhejre, and the 
British will only play the role of a monkey. 
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'Which dispensed justice to the two cats. Is it 
ttoo much to expect of the Congress leaders to 
rise to the occasion and honestly face the facts 
■as they are ? Would they never stop this kite 
dying, especially when the game has been almost 
played out ? The Congress leaders should 
•clearly understand that all along they were run- 
ning after a thing which is non-existent and can 
never be achieved. Their case is analogous to 
that of a blind man, who was groping in the 
•dark for a black cat, which was not there. 

The Congress should seriously consider 
whether its blind and opportunist policy has not 
practically created a state of civil war in India. 
People have followed the path of opportunism, 
and it leads them to chaos, wars, destruction and 
misery. The law of righteousness is the law of 
life, and nature does not spare those who violate 
this fundamental law of nature. Establishment 
of Pakistan is a certainty ; it is open to Hindus 
and the Congress to win its friendship, sympa- 
jthies and gratitude, or to make it a hostile state 
having bitter memories of the past. If the Con- 
gress concedes this legitimate and just demand 
of the Muslim nation with grace and friendly 
spirit the Hindustan state will have a permanent 
ally in tfee pci|ghbouTly Pakistan, otherwise the 
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strife between the two states would continue 
for years to come. The alternatives are before 
them» and let them make their choice after calm, 
unbiased and mature deliberations. It is no use 
misleading the people by indulging in cheap 
international clap>trap by talking of a world 
federation, when all the states of the world are 
stabilising and strengthening their respective 
' positions. If this dream is at all to be realised, 
it will be a federation of fully independent and 
sovereign states, and not of oppressed peoples 
and semhsubjugated states. Let the Hindustan 
and Pakistan achieve full independence first, 
establish their authority, develop their resources 
and stabilise their prestige and position in the 
International politics, and then they will have 
enough time to think of joining a World Federa- 
tion. I appeal to them in the name of justice, 
f airplay and India’s freedom not to confuse the 
already complicated situation, and act honestly 
and boldly to solve the Pakistan issue, in the 
following words of Chowdhry Khaliq-uz- 
Zaman : — 

** In the history of Hindu-Muslim rela* 
ciot^ during the British rule in India. 

I find to my great regret that Congress 
sooner or later accepted the demands of 
Muslim India, only when the British 



Government had conceded them. The 
demand of the Muslims for the !>eparate 
electorates in 1906 was conceded by the 
British Government in 1909 and was 
accepted by the Congress only in 1916, 
when Mr. Jinnah was the President of 
the League. Similarly the partition of 
Sind was vehemently opposed by the 
Congress, but when the British Govern^ 
ment carved it out from Bombay and 
made it a province in India, the Congress 
President ran up there to establish a 
Congress Government there by accepting 
fait accompli. In the case of Communal 
Award also, when all the golden opportU' 
nities offered during the Second Round 
Table Conference had been missed, the 
Congress in 1934 by a resolution passed 
at Bombay decided neither to accept nor 
to reject the Communal Award, thus 
conceding everything on which much 
energy and breath had been wasted in 
the past years. As regards Pakistan, it 
was said that the demand was not under- 
stood by the Congress friends, but when 
the British statesmen, 6,000 miles away, 
not only understood the import of our 
demand, but also half-heartedly tried to 
meet it in the Cripps proposals, the 
Working Committee of the Indian 
National Congress by its resolution of 
April 2, 1942, with heavy heart seemed 
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to have blundered into accepting it ; but 
soon went back on it. 

** Will the value of the political import^ 
ance of Muslim India always he measured 
by Oongress friends in terms of British 
weights 7 Is it never to happen in the history 
of our relations that at least once the Con- 
gress would break through this hell, take 
time by the forelock, outwit the British, 
concede Pakistan downright in terms of the 
Muslim demand, end the conflict, and open 
the gates of Independence for us all 7 That 
answer has to come** 
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A WAY OUT 


Taking stock of the political situation in 
the country, and Hindu'Muslitn problem as it 
stands, one thing is unmistakably clear, and that 
is that the Hindus and Muslims are divided into 
two opposite camps. The Congress may or may 
not agree that Hindus and Muslims constitute 
two separate nations, but if it does not totally 
blind itself to the current of events and condi- 
tions prevailing in this sub-continent, it cannot 
possibly deny that the Mussalmans have asserted 
themselves as a separate entity from the Hindus 
and other peoples. The Congress may even 
challenge the claim of the All-India Muslim 
League, to represent all the Mussalmans of India, 
and be their only authoritative and representa- 
tive organisation, still the Congress leaders 
admit that only a handful of Muslims are in the 
Congress^ and the rest of them (for practical 
purposes all the Muslims) are outside the fold of 
the Congress nationalism, and as far as Hindus 
are concerned, they form a distinct and sepanate 
party. Similarly the Hindus, whether they are 
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Congressites, Sabhaites, Liberals, or in any other 
group, are solidly opposed to the Pakistan 
demand and form a compact and solid oppose 
tion. In this position, the Mussalmans of vMus- 
lim majority and Muslim minority provinces are 
united in their advocacy of the Muslim demand, 
and Hindus of majority and minority provinces 
are united in its opposition. It is with this 
undeniable and obvious classification, that the 
Muslims are in one camp, and the Hindus in the 
opposite, that a solution to end the deadlock 
and decide the Pakistan issue, thus bringing 
India very near her cherished goal of independ- 
ence, may be found. It is the only realistic way to 
approach the much controversial problem in a 
simple way. I venture to suggest a formula on 
the above basis, which if accepted with any 
agreed amendments and necessary details by the 
two principal political parties, viZ; Congress and 
the Muslim League, will end the most unhappy 
controversy. If the feud is not to be kept at 
white heat for many more years to come the 
Congress and the Muslim League will have to 
come to such sort of mutual understanding, at 
an early date. Before presenting the formula 
•I must warn the Indian leaders that the will to 
find a solution and determination to end the 
stalemate is far important than the formula itself. 
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It is sincerity and not dexterity that pays in the 
long run. Where there’s a will there’s a way. 
Here is the formula — 

Having considered the political situation 
in the country, and with a view to bring 
complete independence at the earliest possible 
date, the Congress and the Muslim League agree 
40 the following procedure, and ask His Majesty’s 
Government to implement the proposals set out 
below, and proceed on the following lines, so 
that a constitution for free India acceptable to 
all the people 8 *inhabiting this sub-continent may 
be evolved. — 

(a) Two Representative Assemblies, one 
of the Hindus of whole of India and the other 
of the Mussalmans of whole of India, will be 
convened. The two Assemblies will be auto- 
nomous and free from any outside interference 
or pressure in their deliberations, except in so 
far that the Hindu Representative Assembly will 
be bound to accept the decision of the Muslim 
Representative Assembly in the following 
matters : 

(i) That the Mussalmans constitute a sepa- 
rate nation from the Hindus. 
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(«) Whether there are to be completely 
independent states of Pakistan and Hindustan ; 
or a loose federation ; or an Indian Union» 

(b) If the decision of the Muslim Repre- 
sentative Assembly is in favour of separation^ 
the two Assemblies will proceed to elect their 
respective delegates to form a boundary com- 
mission, for the purpose of demarcating geo- 
graphically contiguous areas in the north-west 
and east of India, where the Mussalmans form 
a majority nation# All disputes relating to the 
boundaries of the states of Pakistan and Hin- 
dustan will be decided according to well- 
established rules of Public International Law, 
and pwcedents from other independent states. 

(c) Likewise the two Assemblies will elect 
their respective representatives, who will draft 
effective, adequate and mandatory safeguards, to 
be included in the respective constitutions of 
the two states, for the protection Of religious* 
cultural, administrative, political, economic and 
other rights of the minorities in their respective 
zones. Any exchange of population or inter- 
migration* so far as practicable, will also be 
decided, as also any other matters which are 
brought forth. 



(d) Representatives of scheduled castes andl 
Sikhs will take part in the deliberations men- 
tioned under heads (b) and (c), and their voice 
will carry due weight and consideration. 

(d) The decisions arrived at under (b) and 
(c) will be ratified by the two Representative 
Assemblies. 

' (4 After the said ratification, the Repre- 

sentative Assemblies will be dissolved, and the 
Pakistan and Hindustan areas will proceed to 
elect their respective constitution-making bodies, 
in the light of decisions taken by the Represen- 
tative Assemblies. 

(/) The sovereign and independent statea 
of Pakistan and Hindustan will enter into mutual 
treaties concerning Defence, Commerce, Com- 
munications and other essential purposes. Like- 
wise, they would negotiate treaties separately 
and jointly in case of inter-related issues arising 
out of separation from the BriH^h, with the 
British Government and other states of the 
world. 

The above formula gives just bare outlines. 
Many procedural and other matters will have to 
be discussed ..and settled by the leaders. First 
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of all, they will have to select the method for 
election to the Representative Assemblies. For 
this purpose, to save time and energy they might 
agree that the newly«elect Muslim members of 
the Provincial Legislatures and Central Legislsk 
ture may constitute the Muslim Representative 
Assembly ; and likewise the Hindu members may 
constitute the Hindu Representative Assembly. 
Or, the members to the Representative Assemb- 
lies may be sent by the Muslim members and 
Hindu members, respectively, of the Provincial 
Legislatures and Central Legislature through the 
system of proportional representation. 

Next, it would require great skill and 
sincerity to solve the problem of small mino- 
titles, e,g.f Sikhs in the Punjab. If both the 
Muslims and the Sikhs act sincerely and in a 
spirit of mutual co-operation, there is no com- 
plexity or difficulty in the matter, which is essen- 
tially a local matter in the Pakistan zones. 
Liberal safeguards should satisfy the Sikhs, who 
are as much^ns of the soil of Pakistan as the 
Muslims. Being important and gallant citizens 
of the Pakistan state, they will no doubt gain 
great national importance and advance in cul- 
tural, commercial, agricultural and other matters. 
The demand of "Khalistan as it comes from a 
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certain section of the Sikh leadership will not 
only be ruinous to the Sikhs themsleves, but 
also is wholly untenable and impracticable. The 
Sikhs are not in majority in any district of the 
Punjab and do not form a majority nation in any 
compact area. The right of self-determination 
necessarily belongs to a national group, having 
distinct majority in a specified area, and not to a 
sub-national group, which does not command 
majority in any defined area of the earth. It is 
in Sikh interests and they would do well to align 
themselves with the Muslims and make common 
cause with the Muslim League for Pakistan, 
whose citizens they are. 

I have been at a loss to understand why 
the question of exchange of population is not 
freely discussed, t For free and living nations it 
is not befitting to be so deeply earth-rooted, as 
the Indians are being represented to be. I think, 
the exchange of population should form an 
integral part of the settlement of Hindu-Muslim 
problem. BV this, I do not mean that the whole 
Muslim population of Hindustan should migrate 
to Pakistan, and all the Hindus should migrate 
to Hindustan, but at the time of demarcation of 
geographically contiguous units, it would make 
the matters very easy, if some sort of exchange 



of population to a reasonable and practicable 
extent could be arranged. Also the minority 
problems in the two states would become easy, 
if the respective minorities could manage to 
assemble in contiguous areas within their respec- 
tive states. 

Lastly, the status of Indian states in a free 
India will have to be decided. There has come 
a suggestion from a certain quarter that their 
relations with the Paramount Power, i.c., Britain, 
should be transferred to the Governments of 
Pakistan and Hindustan, which would take 
charge of the affairs of the states in their respec- 
tive zones. 
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APPENDIX 


The book was in the press, when in Delhi, on April 
7, 8 and 9 the historical and august Convention of all 
the Muslim League Legislators of India was held. The 
main resolution adopted and the speeches delivered in 
the Convention go a great length to give a clear exposi^ 
non of the League policy and demand. The resolution 
and some portions of the Qaid-e^Azam’s opening speech 
are therefore added in the form of an appendix. 

1. THE DELHI RESOLUTION 

Whereas, in this vast sub-continent of India a 
hundred million Muslims are the adherents of a faith 
which regulates every department of their life (edu* 
cational. social, economic and political), whose code is 
not conEned merely to spiritual doctrines and tenets or 
rituals and ceremonies and which stands in sharp contrast 
to the exclusive nature of Hindu Dharma and Philosophy 
which has fostered and maintained for thousands of 
years a rigid Caste System resulting in the degradation of 
60 million human beings to the position of untouchables, 
creation of unnatural barriers between man and man and 
superimposition of social and economic inequalities on 
a hffge body of the people of this country, and which 
threatens to Reduce Muslims, Christians and other mlnoi> 
ities to the status of irredeemable helots, socially and 
economically. 



“ Whereas, the Hindu Caste System is a direct 
negation of nationalism, equality, democracy and all the 
noble ideals that Islam stands for ; 

“ Whereas, different historical backgrounds, tradi- 
tions, cultures, social and economic orders of the Hindus 
and Muslims have made impossible the evolution of a 
single Indian nation inspired by common aspirations and 
ideals and whereas after centuries they still remain two 
distinct major nations ; 

“ Whereas, soon after the introduction by the 
British of the policy of setting up political institutions in 
India on the lines of Western democracies based on 
majority rule which meant that the majority of one 
nation or society could impose its will on the majority of 
the other nation or society in spite of their opposition 
as was amply demonstrated during the two and a half 
years’ regime of Congress Governments in the Hindu 
majority provinces under the Government of India Act 
1935 when the Muslims were subjected to untold 
harassment and oppression as a result of which they were 
convinced of the futility and ineffectiveness of ^he so- 
called safeguards provided in the constitution and in the 
Instrument of Instructions to the Governors and were 
driven to the irresistible conclusion that in a united 
Indian Federation, if established, the Muslims even in 
majority provinces would meet with no better fate and 
their rights and interests could never be adequately 
protected against the perpetual Hindu majority at the 
centre. 
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“ Whereas the Muslims are convir\ced that with a 
view to save Muslim India from the domination of the 
Hindus and in order to afford them full scope to develop 
themselves according to their genius, it is necessary to 
constitute a sovereign independent State comprising 
Bengal and Assam in the North-East zone and the 
Punjab, North-West Frontier Province, Sind and Balu- 
chistan in the North-West zone ; 

" This Convention of the Muslim League Legisla- 
tors of India, Central and Provincial, after careful 
consideration hereby declares that the Muslim Nation 
will never submit to any constitution for a united India 
and will never participate in any single constitution- 
making machinery set up for the purpose, and that any 
formula devised by the British Government for transferr- 
ing power from the British to the peoples of India, which 
does not conform to the following just and equitable 
principles, calculated to maintain internal peace and 
tranquillity in the country, will not contribute to the 
solution of the Indian problem : 


“ 1. That the zones comprising Bengal and Assam 
in the North-East and the Punjab, North-West Frontier 
Province, Sind and Baluchistan in the North-West of 
India, namely Pakistan zones, where the Muslims are in a 
dominant majority, be constituted into a sovereign 
independent State and that an unequivocal undertaking 
be given to implement the establishment of Pakistan 
without delay. 
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“ 2. That two separate constitution 
making bodies be set up by peoples of Pakistan 
and Hindustan for the purpose of framing 
their respective constitutions ; 

3. That the minorities in Pakistan and Hindus^ 
tan be provided with safeguards on the lines of the 
AlMndia Muslim League Resolution passed on the Z3rd 
March 1940, at Lahore ; 

*' 4. That the acceptance of the Muslim League 
demand of Pakistan and its implementation without 
delay are the *sine qua non* for the Muslim League 
co-operation and participation in the formation of an 
interim Government at the Centre. 

“This Convention further emphatically declares 
that any attempt to impose a constitution on a united- 
India basis or to force any interim arrangement at the 
Centre contrary to the Muslim League demand will leave 
the Muslims no alternative but to resist such imposition 
by all possible means for their survival and national 
existence.” 

2. Qaid-e-Azam on Sunday, the 7th April, aaid : 

“The Congress position according to the latest 
pronouncements of the leading spokesmen of the 
Congress during the course of this week is this. In 
answer to the Muslim demand of Pakistan, says Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel: “The Congress can accommodate 
the Muslim League to the extent of reorganising the 
Provinces and giving the fullest autonopiy possible to 
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those areas in which the Muslims are predominantly in 
the majority.** He goes on to say : “ This would be 

subject to there being a strong Centrct which would be 
necessary for the defence of India as a whole.** “ The 
Congress,** he adds, *' would never agree to the idea of 
there being two nations nor will it recognise nationality 
based upon religion.** 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru said on the 4th of April 
that '* the way of dealing with the present situation was 
to see Indian independence clearly recognised and leave 
the Indians to compose their differences and find a way 
out without interference. It is always difficult to 
consider these differences in relation to the presence of a 
third party which controls the situation.. .When once it 
is clearly and definitely realised that India is going to 
function as an independent entity and that the people of 
India of various groups and communities must come to 
terms or unfortunately fight before they come to terms, 
then reality comes into the picture.** He further goes on 
to say that he envisages at the first stage after the recog^ 
nition of independence the creation of a constitution- 
'making body with sovereign authority. In another 
recent speech he was good enough to offer " diluted 
Pakistan** under the suzerainty of a strong central 
Congress Government. 

If you reduce this Congress formula it comes to 
this: that the British Government must first grant 
independence and hand over the machinery of the 
Government— both civil and military— to the Congress 
by way of setting up a national Government of their 
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conception and stand aside. When they are fully 
saddled in that power and authority they will proceed to 
form a constitution-making body with sovereign author- 
ity which will finally decide the fate of four hundred 
millions of people inhabiting this vast sub-continent. 
Then according to Pandit Nehru the various communi- 
ties and groups must submit to the decision or fight, 
and then the reality comes into picture. 

FASCIST GRAND COUNCIL 

But we have already got the reality in front of us 
and it is foolish to shut our eyes and imagine that the 
Congress interim National Government or a decree, the 
writ and the fiat of the so-called constitution-making 
body of his conception wiU command allegiance, respect 
and obedience. If such a proposal be given effect to and 
a government of his dream is set up it will not hold for 
46 hours. It is inconceivable that this Fascist Grand 
Council should be vested with full powers immediately 
to decide and decree the fate and destiny of 100 millions 
of people: the existing machinery in their hands to be 
used against ICO millions Musalmans and other minorities 
of millions and other interests involved. It seems the* 
Congress do not realise how fantastic this proposal or 
scheme is, whatever you may call it. 

On the other hand, the Muslim League proceeds 
on the basis of reality. I have explained with great 
details the fundamental and vital differences between 
the Hindus and Muslims. There never has been for 
all these centuries, either social or political unity between 
these two major nations. The Indian unity that we talk 
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of up to today is only physical. India is held by the 
British Government and they have, by their ultimate 
sanction behind them of the police and the army, main^ 
tained peace and law and order in this country. 

The Congress claim is founded on nationality, 
which does not exist, except in the eyes of those who 
merely dream. Our formula is based on the territory of 
this sub'continent being carved into two sovereign states 
of Hindustan and Pakistan. 

PRINCIPLE OF PAKISTAN 

Next, the acceptance of the fundamental principles 
oT Pakistan is * sine qua non * of the consideration of the 
question of the Muslim League co-operation in an interim 
Central Government end further a clear and unequivocal 
undertaking must be given to implement it without 
delay. Then alone we can get to the next step. 

It follows that the idea of a single 
constitution- making body has then no place 
and we shall not accept it for it means our 
consent to proceed on the basis of a united 
India which is impossible and we cannot give 
our consent to such a course. Apart from 
many other objections, one is quite clear that 
a single constitution-making body will only 
register the decree of the Congress and it is 
a foregone conclusion that Muslims will be in 
a hopeless minority there. 
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Two Constitution-making Bodies 


On the other hand, according to our for* 
inula, there would be two sovereign constitu- 
tion-making bodies, one for Hindustan aud the 
other for Pakistan and it is the Pakistan consti- 
tution-making body which will be in a position 
to deal with defence or such other matters as 
may require adjustment, by virtue of contiguity 
which will naturally arise. But all this can 
only be done by means of treaties and agree- 
ments between Pakistan and Hindustan. 

We cannot accept any proposal which 
would be, in any way, derogatory to the full 
sovereignty of Pakistan. 

We cannot agree to a single constltMtion-mdking body, 
because it wiil mean our stgintng'our death-warrant and we 
cannot agree to consider any interim anartgement unless the 
Pakistan scheme is accepted as a * sine qua non.' 

If any interim arrangement and constitution is forced 
upon us, we have no other course open to us, hut to resist it 
in every way possible. I am tune I say this on beKnlf of all 
of you that we are prepared eo sacrifice anyshing and every* 
thing but we shall not submit to arty scheme of Govemment 
prepared without our consent. And if the British go to that 
length they will be guilty of the grossest broach of faith and 
the solemn assurances that they gave us when they wanted 
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our blood and money in the midst of war by their declaration 
of August 1940. It will be the last straw on the camel*s hack 
an^ we shall bear it with courage and determination and 
resist it by all means if they betray us. God is with us 
because our cause is righteous and our demand is just to both 
Hindus and Muslims inhabiu’ng this great subcontinent so we 
have nothing to fear. Let us march forward with complete 
unity amongst ourselves as disciplined soldiers of Pakistan. 
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